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AUGUST 1, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office for a while this morning.

Christine P. Gamas submitted a letter of interest and a resume for the Justice of the Peace position.

Justice of the Peace Perry Miller was sworn in this morning as Substitute Judge for Valley County.  

AUGUST 2, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office for a while in the morning.

The Board received the 2013 Certified Taxable Valuation Information from the Department of Revenue.  The County-wide valuation went from 25,769,846 to 25,891,793, an increase of 121,947.

AUGUST 5, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Misty Womack submitted a letter of interest and a resume for the Justice of the Peace position
Steve Carney visited with the Commissioners about an issue with a road in Park Grove.  He had dumped some gravel on the road this weekend to fill in some large holes in the road and a property owner there got very upset with him.  Mr. Carney said he had called Paul Tweten, Valley County Road Administrator, to get verification that this was in fact a public road and Mr. Tweten is investigating the legal documentation verifying the history of the road in question.  Mr. Carney also asked if he could purchase some gravel from the County for another road in that area.

After some discussion Mr. Carney said he was going to discuss this issue with the Valley County Attorney and he left the office.

Vickie Bell, Health Department Coordinator, joined the meeting to submit and review her FY 2013/14 budget with the Commissioners.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and carried unanimously to approve the minutes for the month of July, 2013.

 A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to sign the Addendum to the 2010 Partnership Contract between the Montana Food Bank Network and Valley County Council on Aging.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to sign the Retail Food License Application for the Valley County Council on Aging, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it carried unanimously.

Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, phoned and said he had received a call from the Border Patrol and was told there was a group, Compassionate Earth Walk, that is currently in Malta, who say they are going to voice their protest against the proposed TransCanada Keystone oil pipeline project by walking the proposed route of the oil pipeline in Montana.  They may be entering Valley County later this evening or tomorrow.  He said he questioned that these people could walk the actual proposed route, because much of that land is private property and the group would be trespassing.  Discussion followed.

Sheriff Meier said that the Border Patrol agent who was looking further into the situation would let Sheriff Meier know more details as the Border Patrol does some investigating.  

Sheriff Meier left the office.

Don Fast stopped in and visited with the Commissioners about the public meeting being held in Opheim tomorrow regarding the tax abatement request by Compass Wind for their proposed wind project.  Mr. Fast was in favor of giving this abatement to encourage these businesses to come to Valley County. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
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AUGUST 6, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Shelane Johnson and Nick Dulaney from NorVal, Charlotte Huddleston, Gordon Huddleston,  Marty Thieven, Donald Renner, Perry Thievin, Tim Boardman, Vern Buerkle, Valley County Undersheriff and Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, joined the meeting to attend the public hearing.

Chairman Pippin said that this public hearing was being held today to obtain public comment on a Petition to Abandon a County Road described as the West half of the alley dividing Lots 7, 8, and 9, from Lot 10, Block 6, a length of 154' of the 
20’ wide; the East half of the alley dividing Lots 4, 5, and 6, from Lot 3 Block 9, a length of 154' of the 20’ wide; and the alley dividing Lots 1, 2, and 3 from Lots 10, 11 and 12, Block 9; all located in the Town of Richland, Valley County, Montana.  He handed out a map of this area showing ownership of the property and the alleys in question. Chairman Pippin asked Commissioner Reinhardt to give his view of this request.

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he has been to Richland to look at the lots and the alleys that are being petitioned to be closed.  He said that originally there was also a request to close a street, but that was dropped from the request.  He said he spoke with some of the property owners who have grain bins on the lots in the area and they said they did not want the alleys closed because they wanted to keep open the access to their grain bins. He said there are some utility easements along these alleys, but those easements always stay with the property, regardless of who owns them.  

Mr. Huddleston agreed that access to the utility lines will always be there. 

Mr. Dulaney explained the location of NorVal's power lines on the south side of the alley. 

Chairman Pippin said that Valley County has received two letters from property owners along these alleys opposing the closing of the alleys.  One letter from Donald Renner and one from Perry Thievin, who are also in attendance of this hearing today. Chairman Pippin asked for a statement from those in opposition of closing the alleys.  

Tim Boardman said he had property next to the alleys and he felt there needed to be access through those alleys for fire purposes.  Closing half the alley does not allow access to the back of those homes in the case of an emergency situation. 

Perry Thieven said that this was the only access he has to his property and he needs this access to get his trucks in.

Don Renner said that in the future Richland may grow, for that reason he is against closing those alleys and changing anything with the streets and alleys. 

Marty Thieven said he and his brother own land in town and around the town of Richland. He said not knowing what may happen in the future, they purchased these properties as an investment.  By closing streets and alleys it will just change and ruin the town and he wants the town left the way it was set up.  

Chairman Pippin asked for comments in favor of closing these alleys.  

Mr. Huddleston said his request was made a year ago to close these alleys because they own the property on both sides of the alleys and he pointed out the location of his buildings on the map.  He said that his drain field runs through that alley so he is concerned that heavy trucks would be detrimental to his drain field if they accessed the alleys.  He said there is also a power line cable that is buried underground across the alley that trucks could damage if they drive down these alleys.  He showed a photograph that there has not been any traffic through there since he has been there.  He and his wife have cleaned up the alleys and they mow and maintain all of them.  These alleys have not been used up to now, and he did not believe that there is any need to use them in the future.  

Mr. Huddleston said that there has been a concerted effort, for the past eight years, to harass them and vandalize and trespass on their property.  He said that their dog has been poisoned in their back yard and his wife has been harassed.  Mr. Huddleston said that there is hundreds of pages documenting these acts with the Valley County Attorney and nothing has stopped.  He said that this has escalated to a point where it has become dangerous and he has had threats against his life.  Mr. Huddleston said that he is trying to do everything he can do to protect what he has, their property and their lives, and he believes this has turned into a hate crime.  He said that he and his wife do not harass anyone and all they want to do is live there in peace.  He said this request does not impact anyone else's property, there is access off the main roads to them all.  

There was some discussion about when the various land owners purchased their land and how long they have owned the property.  It was pointed out that some of the property had been purchased in the past two years by Huddlestons, Renners and Thievens.  

Chairman Pippin said that the reason for this hearing was to get testimony from the public on this issue. He said Richland was a Townsite that was surveyed and platted out.  When it was all done, all the roads and alleys in that Townsite were dedicated to the public, just as it was done in all the town sites in Valley County.  If it was advantageous to the area to close a street or alley, the County has considered and closed some alleys and streets when petitioned.  When one starts to mess with the public's right-of-way, it is a serious decision. The Commissioners have to consider everyone's thoughts.  Today we are here to gather the facts and get the public's testimony.  

Chairman Pippin said that he hated to see that this request is being done because people cannot get along.  Perhaps there can be a temporary closing of the alley that guarantees everyone access to their property. He said that there are a lot of things to look at.  

Chairman Pippin said that he thinks the assumption that Valley County may change is a good one.  Valley County is projected to have 10,000 people in the next 15 to 20 years. 

Chairman Pippin asked if anyone else, or the Commissioners, have any additional comments or any questions. 

Don Renner said the reason he is here is not who owns the property along the alleys, but that there were people in Bainville who said their town would never grow either. I don't want to see anything in our town changed.  When we start closing things then we limit ourselves.  I request that you do not close these alleys.

Commissioner Peterson said that the decision to close these alleys is on the Commissioner's Agenda for later this morning, but he said, he will want to converse with the County Attorney before he makes any decision.  He said that the basic request to close these alleys is because the people can't get along and he was not sure he wanted to get into the middle of that.  He said he didn't know what the solution would be. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he wanted to hear everyone's comments and that is what has been done.

Mrs. Huddleston said that they do not bother anyone.  They are homebodies and never leave home, only to get supplies when needed.  We are not trying to shut anyone out.  We are only trying to protect ourselves.  Nobody cared about those alleys until it became public that we wanted them abandoned.  We have cleaned them up and we are trying to clean things up for the community.  Heavy trucks and equipment like there are now, were never considered for use when the original alleys and streets were designed.  Big trucks and semis would have better access to their property from the main roads as other farmers in town do.  We want to get along with everyone, but there are a few that won't try.  Criminal acts have been done against us.  

Chairman Pippin asked if there was a way that they could all get along.  He said the town was designed to have those alleys there. He questioned whether closing the alleys would really make the difference here.  Discussion followed.

Marty Thieven said that this is the only access to his bins and the way things are now they can't even turn a tandem truck around in there.  He said they only need to get in there in the Spring and in the Fall. There has been a dike put in which has stopped them from being able to turn around.  

Mr. Boardman said that the alley behind his house has been used the whole time he has been in Richland.  He said this is the third year it has been blocked.  He said he had a vehicle in the alley for a while and when he realize that his vehicle was blocking the access so NorVal could get through the alley he moved his vehicle to make access.  He said that Mr. Huddleston has added obstacles which makes it impassable for NorVal.  He said that there are also fiber optic lines running through the alley.  He said they cannot drive through town anymore.  He said that Mr. Huddleston is trapping animals and he does not want any more of his property to border with Mr. Huddleston.  He said he would rather keep the alley and have Valley County as the border to his property, not with Mr. Huddleston.  He said he would like to see that alley not blocked for fire safety access.  

Chairman Pippin asked for anymore comments and there were none given.  He thanked everyone for coming.  Chairman Pippin said that the Commissioners may not make a decision today because they may want to discuss it further with the County Attorney.  He said there are some options the Commissioners could consider.  They could close only parts of the alley or temporary closing of the alleys.  

Marty Thieven was given a copy of the petition.  

Chairman Pippin said that he did not believe that even though there are signatures on the Petition, those people may not be in support of the closing of those alleys, but signed a petition to get enough signatures to bring the issue forward. 

The group left the office. 

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:35 a.m. 
Chairman Pippin asked for any additions and/or deletions to the Agenda and there was none submitted.
Chairman Pippin asked for public comment and there was none given.
The first item on the agenda was action on the Petition to close alleys in Richland.

Commissioner Reinhardt made a motion to table this issue until they discuss it further with the County Attorney.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously.

The ITT Exelis Airport ADS-B Lease Agreement was the next item on the agenda. 

Chairman Pippin said this agreement was to put in a communication tower on the Airport property.  He said he did not see any dollar amount given.  The Airport Commission has already voted to accept this agreement. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to sign the Lease Agreement between Exelis Inc., and Valley County Airport Commission giving Exelis egress and ingress on County property to an ADS-B Radio Station Site at the Airport.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was the yearly Maintenance Agreement with Gaffaney's Office Supply for the Sharp copier.

Chairman Pippin said that they have quotes on two different copiers for a black and white one at $6,890, and a color one at $7,892.  Both are allowing a trade-in of $450 for the old copier.  Discussion followed.

A motion was made Commissioner Reinhardt to purchase a Sharp MX-453N for $6,890, out of Local Option Tax, which includes a trade-in value of $450 for the old copier.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it carried unanimously.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute an Application and Permit to Use Right-of-Way No. 605, between Valley County and NorVal Electric Cooperative Inc., for the construction of an underground utility line located in Section 4, Township 28 North, Range 43 East.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously.

Chairman Pippin said he had two Right-of-Way Forms for the State of Montana, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation for two applications for some State property that gives road access on the Olsen Springs Road, near property that is owned by Sam Gundermann and Pete Schuster, who asked if the County would apply for these easements to get the road access corrected, and those individuals will pay for all the fees involved.   There were State easements given for some other roads nearby, but not for the road that goes into their property, and the land owners believe that the State granted the wrong easements.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to sign Right-of-Way Application No. 16278 with the State Department of Natural Resources and Conservation for a 60 foot strip through the South Half of the Northwest Quarter, located in Township 35 North, Range 42 East, Section 29.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to sign Right-of-Way Application No. 16279 with the State Department of Natural Resources and Conservation for a 30 foot strip through the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, located in Township 35 North, Range 42 East, Section 30.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously.  

The next item on the agenda was the funding of the Valley County Airport Hangar.  

Chairman Pippin said that there is a claim for $33,930 from Robert Peccia and Associates for the engineering work they did to put the documentation together for the bidding of a hangar.  He said Valley County has a loan approved from INTERCAP for $400,000 to build a hangar.  If the claim to Peccia is paid out of Option Tax funds, then the money can be put back into that budget when the loan money is received.

Commissioner Peterson said that they have not yet decided for sure to go ahead and borrow this money and build the hangar until we see some costs and repayment numbers.  Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin said that Fred Leistiko said that there is other funds available through the FAA that  could reimburse these expenses. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson  to pay Robert Peccia and Associates $33,930 out of Local Option Tax for the engineering services to bid a hangar for the Valley County Airport, which will be refunded back into this fund, once the loan money is deposited.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed. 

The Resolution No. 20-2013 - Stone Garden and STEP Program was the next item on the agenda.

Chairman Pippin said this Resolution needs to be done each year to authorize the payment of the overtime hours for the deputies through grant funds. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to execute the following Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously: 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-2013
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OVERTIME HOURS PAID THROUGH THE

OPERATION STONE GARDEN GRANT PROGRAM (OPSG)

AND

SUSTAINED TRAFFICE ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM (STEP)

WHEREAS, the Sheriff's Office has received funding through the Stone Garden\Crime Control (OPSG) and the Sustained Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP); and

WHEREAS, the OPSG supports enhanced cooperation and coordination among local, tribal, territorial, State, and Federal law enforcement agencies in a joint mission to secure the United States’ borders along routes of ingress from international borders to include travel corridors in States bordering Mexico and Canada, as well as States and territories with international water borders; and 

WHEREAS, STEP funds will allow the Valley County Sheriff’s Office to conduct special enforcement for impaired driving mobilizations and/or occupant protection mobilizations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, effective July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014, the Board of County Commissioners hereby agree to compensate Deputies in conjunction with the availability of OPSG and STEP funds to pay: 


"All hours that the Sheriff assigns as Operation Stone Garden (OPSG) hours or STEP hours 
shall be paid at the rate of time and one-half (1½) of the Deputies regular rate of 
pay. There shall 
be no pyramiding of time."

DATED this     6th      day of August, 2013.

VALLEY COUNTY SHERIFF


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS







VALLEY COUNTY, MONTANA


Sheriff Glen Meier
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Commissioner Peterson said that Valley County needs to appoint one of the Commissioners to be the contact person for the Safety Coordinator.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to appoint Commissioner Peterson as the point of contact for Valley County with the Safety Coordinator, Nancy Hamilton.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and the motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Peterson said that the Commissioners need to appoint someone to be in charge of the inventory for Valley County.  The County is written up every year by the auditors and they just need to appoint someone to take care of it.  

Chairman Pippin suggested that they hire someone to take care of the inventory.  Discussion followed.

Kyle Paulson, Compass Energies, visited with the Commissioners about their tax abatement request.

The Commissioners signed the Saint Marie Development Corporation of Montana, Certificate No. 130, for 961 shares of Class A stocks with a par value of $1.00 each, transferring these stocks to DTM Enterprises, LLC, as directed in the July 23, 2013, minutes.   This Certificate of Stocks will be given to DTM Enterprises, who paid $961 for these stocks. 

Dora Jean Beil, Refuse District/Airport Commission Secretary, and Gary Martin joined the meeting.

Pursuant to the Call for Proposals published in the local newspaper, at 1:30 p.m. Chairman Pippin opened sealed bids for a Wokal Field / Glasgow International Airport Hangar. There was only one bid submitted and the results were as follows:





Clausen & Sons
Clausen & Sons
Project             RPA Estimate               Bid      
 
Fax Bid Modification         Total Bid

Base Bid          $850,000                $800,000           
 -$14,880                 
      $785,120

Add Alt #1      $  45,000
              $100,000             
 -$18,362                             $81,638
(Insulation)

Add Alt #2      $  80,000                $100,000                 
 -$39,396                            $ 60,604
(Heating)

TOTALS              $975,000              $1,000,000              
-$72,638                            $927,362

Chairman Pippin said that the bids will be submitted to RPA for review and advisement.  No action will be taken at this time. 

Mrs. Beil and Mr. Martin left the office. 
Tom Klotz visited with the Commissioners about the tax abatement request on the Compass Energy Wind project.  He said that at the Two Rivers Economic Growth Council meeting today they took a vote of the Council members and the Council voted unanimously to give the tax abatement because Valley County needs to encourage economic growth such as this in the County.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Klotz left the office. 

Paul Zerbe visited with the Commissioners about the Tomato Can Road near Lustre.  This road has water on both sides and of it, and the water has raised to a level that is even with the road, and it is very muddy and needs gravel added to the top of the road.  Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin told Mr. Zerbe that he would discuss this with Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, and see if he could get some gravel put on that road. 

Mr. Zerbe left the office. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
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AUGUST 7, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 


Kyle Paulson, Compass Energy, visited with Chairman Pippin about the public hearing held in Opheim last night.  

The Commissioners attended the public hearing last night in Opheim and there were twelve people in attendance. The following is the minutes from that public hearing:


Those in attendance were; Chairman Pippin, Commissioner Peterson, Commissioner Reinhardt, 
Kyle Paulson, Compass Energy, Don Simeniuk, Bob Potter, Bryce Bayle, Steve Lawrence, Tony 
Gundermann, Myra Gundermann, Samuel Gundermann, Bob Edwards, George Alden, Gus 
Rosencrans, and Gerald Alden.  


Chairman Pippin said that this public meeting was to get public comments on the request from 
Compass Wind, LLC, for a tax abatement on their proposed Opheim Wind Energy Project. 


Commissioner Peterson introduced Mr. Paulson to the group and said he would be available to 
answer questions.  This public hearing has to be held when a request for a tax abatement is 
received by the County to get public input.  Montana Code says that a project such as this, with 
the permission of the County Commissioners, can give a tax abatement that forgives 50% of the 
taxes for five years and the sixth year the company pays 60% of their taxes, the fourth year goes 
to 70%, fifth year 80%, sixth year 90% and then they go to 100%.  There is always some 
depreciation in 
value that reduces the taxes overall for anyone too.  Again, this is according to 
Montana Code and this project qualifies.  He said the large elevator complex in Wiota would 
have qualified too, but 
they did not ask for this tax abatement.  He said this is approximately a 
$40 million dollar project and is a Class 14 qualification which results in a 3% tax.  This project 
is located in Opheim rural.  Commissioner Peterson reviewed the mills collected from Opheim 
and said that the total taxes collected on this project would be approximately $400,000 per year to 
start with.  If it is abated, than the tax bill would be $200,000 for the first year.  Over twenty years 
if there were no tax abatement, the total 
taxes paid would be $5 million dollars in taxes.  If there 
is an abatement, there would be $3.5 million dollars taxed with $1.5 million not paid. If the 
abatement was granted there would be $200,000 
collected and $120,000 of that would go to the 
Opheim School District, with the balance going to the other tax entities.  If there was no 
abatement given, those tax amounts would be doubled.  
There is a question as to whether this 
project would move forward without the abatement, and 
that is a question the group may want to 
ask Mr. Paulson.  Some advantages if the project does move forward is that $200,000 is better 
than no project and no tax revenue collected. There are also royalties that will be paid to the land 
owners. Perhaps other wind projects would spring up in this area if it is proven productive. 


Chairman Pippin said that there would also be some impact fees collected from Compass Wind to 
compensate the County.  If you took the abatement and averaged it out over twenty years, about 
74% of the taxes would be paid over that time. 


Commissioner Peterson said the maximum impact fee that is allowed by law is 1/2 of 1% of the 
total taxes, so 1/2 of 1% of $400,000 is a maximum impact fee of $200,000. This fee is to 
compensate for the damage and impact during the construction of the project to compensate for 
roads and or assist with emergency services such as fire, ambulance and law enforcement. 


Mr. Paulson said the impact fee is assessed and paid within the first three years.


Mr. Potter said that the local people do not get a break in their taxes and now we are 
considering giving a stranger a break.  


Sam Gundermann said that he signed up to get a road so that there would be public access to 
some fields and it cost him $1,033 to register it for anyone to use and he is expected to pay his 
full taxes.  He said that he did not believe there was enough room on the power line to take any 
more power unless there are more lines built. 


Chairman Pippin said that this provides a new revenue for the Opheim School, even if they only 
get 74% of the taxes for the first ten years.  The Commissioners are here to get the public's 
opinion.


Mr. Gundermann said that their School has almost more teachers and janitors than kids right 
now.  He said he believed that they will not have a school pretty soon the way it looks. Some 
discussion followed regarding the school.


Mr. Gundermann said he missed the first meeting and only knows what he read in the paper.  He 
said the paper stated there was some land bought and asked if that was true.


Mr. Paulson said statement was not true, they have not purchased any land. 


Mr. Gundermann said that there has not been any agreements made with NorVal as of yet. 


Mr. Gundermann asked how much one of the wind turbines cost apiece. 


Mr. Paulson said roughly, they cost about $1 million per megawatt.  He said they are currently 
negotiating the cost with a variety of turbine manufacturers. It is these costs, in addition to 
whether they are granted the tax abatement, that will get the cost down so they can give a 
competitive bid to provide power and move forward. He said they would like to see a project 
done in Northeastern Montana because most of them are located in the western part of the State.  
He said there is a wind farm in Fallon County that is about the same size as what they are 
projecting.  


Mr. Gundermann asked if they get any government funding on a project like this.


Mr. Paulson said the main element is a federal tax credit of $02.2 to a $.02.3 per kilowatt hour 
produced in one year as a credit towards your federal taxes for that year.  If there is no 
production, there is no credit. It is a production incentive.  He said there is no cash outlay, only a 
credit against federal taxes for the company. Mr. Paulson explained some of the tax credit 
process.    


Mr. Edwards asked where the power was going?


Mr. Paulson said he cannot divulge that information at this time, but they have a few different 
opportunities to sell the power.  


Mr. Gundermann said that the power to the south, and east is full.  There is no room for anymore 
there.


Mr. Potter told Mr. Paulson that he has done a good job of trying to sell this to the public, there is 
probably some of the largest land owners in Valley County here, and they are not getting any kind 
of a tax break.  He told Mr. Paulson if they want the project then they should pay the taxes.


Mr. Paulson said that he appreciates where they are coming from, but if the project does not go 
forward, then there will be no additional taxes in this County and it will just go to another county 
in Montana.


Mr.  Potter said if the project cannot stand on its own two feet, then maybe it's not worth having.  
He said that the Corps of Engineers said that they were going to put in another generator that will 
produce more electricity than all of the generators they have right now.  
Maybe the government 
should be putting money into Fort Peck, reliable energy, not in wind turbines because they are not 
a reliable source of energy.


Mr. Simeniuk asked what happens when you have no wind.  


Mr. Paulson said that the balance of electricity that is needed is filled in by other sources. There 
are other contracts that provide sources of electricity. 


Mr. Gundermann asked if this system could handle that type of surge draw. 


Mr. Paulson said that the power companies are studying this. Discussion followed on this process.


Mr. Gundermann said he thought this should be figured out before any building of the wind farm 
is done.


Mr. Paulson said that if NorVal's Board of Directors are not comfortable with this project than 
there will not be any deal made with them. 


Mr. Gundermann said that as far as he knows NorVal is still waiting for some more information 
from the Engineering Firm. 


Mr. Potter asked if the project did not get the tax break, would the project not go.


Mr. Paulson said it is highly unlikely that it would go.  He said we are currently negotiating the 
terms and they are very tight on their numbers.  There are one or two other companies that are 
neck and neck with them, so the tax abatement is a critical piece to the puzzle.  The other counties 
awarded abatements to the other projects and to their competitors, so in a way you may be 
competing with other counties. 


Mr. Gundermann said that in the Sidney area, they are really complaining that there is so much 
damage done and they are not getting any help from the State on this, and the oil companies get a 
break and don't have to pay taxes for the first year or two. 


It was pointed out that it was a break for 18 months before they pay taxes.   Discussion followed. 


Mr. Paulson said to be truthful, there may be other costs that come up which will keep them from 
being able to negotiate the lowest price and then move forward.  Discussion followed.


Mr. Potter said that when it comes to the cost of those turbines, the tax abatement does not add 
up to much for them.  Discussion followed.


Mr. Gundermann asked Mr. Paulson if he had other projects going on right now. Mr. Paulson said 
they have projects in New Mexico and Colorado in addition to the project they did in Judith Basin 
County. 


Chairman Pippin said that it shows that Montana needs a bigger electric power line grid system.  
There was a project lost in the past because there was not anywhere to go with the electricity.  


Mr. Gundermann asked if there was any way the County can recoup this money later on.


Commissioner Peterson said that in the fifth year their taxes increase to paying 60% and increases 
by 10% until they pay the full amount in ten years.


Mr. Edwards said that the equipment may be worn out in ten years.


Mr. Paulson said that they believe in his office that "wind begets wind", meaning they believe 
that you get one wind project that proves itself, and in a couple years other developers start 
looking at upgrades and new lines to increase production in the geographical area. 


Mr. Edwards said if hard times hit this community, and the tax payers can't pay their taxes, and 
there has been a tax abatement given, what will the Commissioners tell the tax payers then.


Chairman Pippin said that the County runs on revenue streams and whether you like it or not, if it 
is abated, this is a revenue stream we will not have. Our first thought when this request came in 
was the funding for the Opheim School.  Not knowing what the future of the school will be, there 
is still people and children here, maybe not as many, but they are still here, and how do we 
appease that.  He said maybe in the future we will be doing global schools.  Discussion followed.


Commissioner Peterson said that 58% of the taxes collected go to the school.  


Mr. Gundermann asked if the County has to spend all the money they take in. I hear the story 
that the County has no money for snow removal.  We have had a lot more years without snow 
than with snow.  Why can't snow removal money into a plan so that when we need it we can 
spend it.  If you get another $200,000 can you put it away and save it for a rainy day and use it for 
snow removal when needed.


Chairman Pippin said we have money for snow removal.  We have saved money for a rainy day.  
We have maintained our reserve.  Stop in and look at the budget.  Discussion followed.


Chairman Pippin said this is a big decision to make on the tax abatement and they want to hear 
what the public has to say. 


Mr. Potter said the Commissioners  better be prepared to take some heat if you decide to give 
them a tax abatement.


Mr. Gundermann said that if you want to go ahead with this tax abatement, it should be the 
patrons of NorVal that vote on it.  He said that was his personal opinion.  Discussion followed.


Mr. Gundermann said that we would get 75%  of the taxes, or we could get nothing, it is a tough 
question, a catch 22.


Mr. Paulson pointed out that the majority of the tax money would go to the Opheim School and 
then the taxes would go down for the tax payers within the Opheim School District.  Discussion 
followed.


It was pointed out that the impact fee was to help repair roads and that is what it is used for the 
damages that are done.  Discussion followed.


Commissioner Peterson said that the company is still liable for the taxes if it closes down. It was 
pointed out that the salvage value is quite high on these turbines. Discussion followed on some 
past history with wind farms.


Chairman Pippin said that they have been very concerned as to what the public think about this.  
It is a different industry than anything we have dealt with.  Discussion followed.


Chairman Pippin asked what the group wanted the Commissioners to take back to the office for 
consideration, asked the group if the abatement should be given.


Mr. Renner said his feeling was no.


Tony Gundermann said if that project is so close that the $1 million abatement is going to stop it 
than the budget must be pretty close and it probably won't go anyway. 


Sam Gundermann said he was not sure he understood everything, but if we can get $200,000 to 
offset the damages and an additional 75%  taxes, maybe that is worth something and that much 
more money than we didn't have before.   Discussion followed.


Mr. Paulson said that they have an agreement with the landowners that if the project failed, they 
have two years to take down the turbines.  He said the County would not be left holding any 
liability.  Discussion followed.


Mr. Potter said that wind power is not a dependable source of energy.  


Mr. Paulson said that the he agrees that you can't always count on the wind but in a large grid t
here is a big pool of electricity to draw from.  Discussion followed.


Chairman Pippin said asked that those present visit with their neighbors and ask them to call and 
let the Commissioners know how they feel about this.  We really want to be sure how the 
community feels. Right now they are being taxed to support their school and maybe they can 
come up with another funding source to help support the school. 


Mr. Gundermann said that it isn't going to hurt us.  It will bring in money that we didn't have 
before.  Discussion followed. 


Mr. Paulson said that they estimate all their costs based on their experience and then they come 
up with a price and try and come up with the best deal to beat their competitors.  He said to 
answer the question about $1.5 million out of $40 million being such a small amount, but that is 
more than 3% or 4% and the margin of victory over another company may only be a 2% victory 
so that $1.5 million can make all the difference. 


Chairman Pippin asked again if the majority of the people here were against the tax abatement 
and was not given a definitive answer. 

The public meeting came to an end at 8:30 p.m. 

Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, visited with the Commissioners about the requested alley closure.  He said that they could do a temporary closing of the alleys, if that would be a better option in Richland.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Murnion left the office.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign the Nutrition Program Contract between Valley County Council on Aging and the Fort Peck Tribes to supply 1,850 meals for the elderly at a cost of $4.75 per meal, from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.  

Bernie Hart, Hinsdale, visited with the Commissioners about cutting the weeds earlier in the year along the Milk River Road.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 8, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office in the morning.

AUGUST 9, 2013

Chairman Pippin participated in the Action for Eastern Montana Governing Board meeting today via internet.

AUGUST 12, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, member David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
This being the last day for hearing persons or taxpayer comments or protests of the 2005-06 county and school district budgets, it is hereby noted none appeared.  Since the budgets were not finalized, they will be set at a later date.

Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about some current road issues.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 13, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Stone Tahista, Valley County Weed Assistant Supervisor, visited with Commissioner Peterson about an employee issue. 

Deanne and Jerry Ketchum, Chris Helland and John Swingen were present for the sale.  

Pursuant to Notice published in the local newspaper, at 10:00 a.m. the Board held a public auction in the lobby of the Valley County Courthouse for the following described county tax deed property:



Unit 366-A, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 


32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant 

common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the 


Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., 


recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed 


thereto.


Unit 366-B, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 


32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant 

common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the 


Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., 


recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed 


thereto.


Unit 370-D, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 


32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant 

common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the 


Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., 


recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed 


thereto.
No bid were received.  The public auction concluded at 10:07 a.m.
Chairman Pippin said that these properties will be advertised for another sale in a couple weeks.

Stan Ozark, KLTZ/Mix 93, and Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:35 a.m. 

Chairman Pippin asked for any additions and/or deletions to the agenda.

Commissioner Peterson said that he would like to discuss the audit possibility for the Justice of the Peace's Office now that there will be a change in Judges and Chairman Pippin said they would add that to the end of the agenda.
There was no public comment submitted.

The first item on the agenda up for consideration was the Notices of Employment and Terminations.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Whitney Kliewer, as a temporary, part-time helper for the Fair Commission beginning August 7, 2013, at $9.00 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Jake Hentges, as a temporary, part-time helper for the Fair Commission beginning August 2, 2013, at $8.00 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Joan McKeown, as a permanent, part-time driver for the Transit beginning August 19, 2013, at $10.74 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Jeffrey Damboise, as a permanent, part-time driver for the Transit beginning August 19, 2013, at $10.74 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Colleen Pankratz, as a permanent, full-time Manager for Daniels County Transportation beginning August 19, 2013, at $20.67 per hour, as long as Valley County is managing Daniels County's Transportation program.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously. 

Chairman Pippin said that Daniels County gives Valley County money for Mrs. Pankratz to manage their transportation program. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Jake Hentges, as a temporary, part-time helper for the Fair Commission effective August 7, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notices of Termination for Kerry Hentges and Trisha Lowen as a temporary, part-time office clerks for the Fair Commission effective August 9, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Joshua Aiken, as a bus cleaner for the Transit effective August 12, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Barbara Dale, as a driver for the Transit effective August 17, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Ronnie Kulzyk, as a grounds worker for the Fair Commission effective August 1, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
Chairman Pippin said he had one more Notice of Employment for Doris Ozark that is requesting that Mrs. Ozark become the Fair's Secretary/Treasurer for the Fair Commission with a monthly salary of $500 per month.  The starting time says retroactive to May 1, 2013.  This causes a problem because it falls into last year's budget.  It indicates that the motion was made by the Fair Commission in their minutes dated June 16, 2013.  Chairman Pippin questioned whether this job position was advertised.  

After some discussion it was agreed to look further into this request before any action is taken.  No decision will be made on this Notice at this time. 

The next item on the agenda was the action on the petition to close alleys in Richland, Montana.

Chairman Pippin said there was a public meeting held in this office last week and there was both sides represented and a variety of comments submitted. He said that the County Attorney gave them a couple of options to consider.  The Commissioners could close the alleys, close part of the alleys, do a temporary closing of the alleys or defer a decision for 90 days or six months to see if there is harassment occurring. 

Commissioner Peterson asked what the Huddleston's' reasons were for closing the alleys.  

Commissioner Reinhardt said that the Huddlestons are getting harassed from the alleys and they want to keep people out of the back of their property.  He said technically he thought the alleys were not being used and the Huddlestons own the property on both sides and want it closed. 

Chairman Pippin said that historically in the past, the County has allowed alleys to close when all the people that own land along the alley have signed to close it.  In this particular case, there are two alley sections that two of the property owners do not want the alley closed.  In the past if there was some contention to the closing, than the County did not close the road.  

A motion was made to close the alley dividing Lots 10, 11, and 12 from Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 6, in Richland, Montana, as requested on the Huddleston Petition because Mr. Huddleston does own all the property joining this alley, the decision on the other two alleys will be deferred for six months.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson.  A letter will be sent out informing the property owners of this decision. 

Chairman Pippin called for the vote and the motion to close the alley was passed unanimously. 

The Skylark road repairs was the next item on the agenda to consider. 

Chairman Pippin said this was put on the agenda because the Skylark Road needs something done to it and the Commissioners need to consider what will be done.  '

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he thought they could use the millings that were left over from the airport runway project but Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, said they weren't good enough.  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson said that there are a lot of things that need to be done in the County and yes it would be good to have a nice blacktop road there.  He said maybe they could just fix the worst areas for now and then make a long term plan. Some options were discussed. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that several years ago, maybe ten years, the County patched about ten holes at a cost of about $10,000.  

Commissioner Peterson said if we were going to replace it and make it a good black top road, doing it right by taking it down far enough to replace the road base, then maybe we shouldn't put a bunch of money into it now.  We need to make a plan. Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin said that several years ago the County held a public meeting and the consensus was that the public did not want the road turned to gravel.  If we could get the millings to work would be a good solution.  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson said to replace the whole road would be around $600,000 and we need to prioritize these big projects. 

Chairman Pippin said maybe we could replace a third of the road and spread it out over several years.  

Commissioner Reinhardt said he had always wanted to set up a road district like they have for Sawney Drive before we even start repairs.  I wouldn't expect them to pay it all, and the County would add to the repair.   Discussion followed.

The Commissioners asked Mr. Ozark as a board member of the Sunny Side Golf Course how he felt about this and he said that they do not have any money to put into a road district.  He said that he was concerned about the safety issue when people are dodging holes in the road and going into oncoming traffic. 

Commissioner Peterson said that there are other capital projects that the County needs to prioritize and maybe start putting funds away to address them. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, is concerned about the Airport Road needing some work done on it also.

After much discussion there were no conclusions made, but the Commissioners will continue to consider how to get that road repaired when they are working on budgets. 

The next item on the agenda was the Two Rivers Economic Growth membership.

Chairman Pippin said that in the past years the County has paid up to $5,000 per year for membership dues and then went to $2,500, and last year the County paid $500 for dues. He said he thinks that Valley County needs to continue to support them. It is essential that our County have a development group that works outside the city limits. 

Commissioner Peterson reviewed some of the membership fees that are paid from the various businesses in Glasgow.  He said local businesses pay $250 memberships.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to pay Two Rivers Economic Growth $500 for the 2013-14  Membership fees, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it unanimously carried. 
The tax abatement request from Compass Wind was the next item to discuss on the agenda. 

Chairman Pippin said that his thoughts are that he didn't know if the company has made contacts with NorVal to deliver the product and do we even need to know that? 

Commissioner Peterson said he has spoken with NorVal and they are in the process of working with them.  

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he is fine with giving them the abatement but he didn't feel like there was any hurry until they have a viable project. There are a lot of other things they need like a NorVal contract.   Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson said that he feels that there are about four or five things they are still negotiating and I am not sure how important our decision is at this point.  Discussion followed regarding the comments at the public hearing that was held.

Commissioner Peterson said is it better to get some income rather than none.  He said he still is not sure if they really need it.  He said there are several programs that get federal assistance such as this and do they really need the breaks. Commissioner Peterson said that he spoke with the Department of Revenue and he thought there were seven counties in the state that have wind projects in them and they have all given  this abatement for their projects.  He said that Compass Wind said they are competing against two other companies to provide electricity and he would guess these other projects are located in the western part of the State and they are probably going to get this abatement.  So, Valley County is competing against these other counties for a wind project.  Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Reinhardt made a motion that Valley County will approve the New or Expanding Industry Classification Application submitted by Compass Wind Projects, LLC, for a tax benefit as defined in MCA § 15-10-420. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson.  

Chairman Pippin asked for any further discussion.

Chairman Pippin said one reason he favored this abatement was because not everyone is in the wind business and we need to find some sources for cleaner energy.

Commissioner Peterson said that there are always new discoveries that makes this so much better than just five years ago. 

Chairman Pippin called for the vote and the motion passed unanimously.

A resolution will be developed to define this taxing process.  

Mr. Ozark asked what the dollar amounts were for the tax abatement and the Commissioners said that 50% of the taxes are forgiven for five years and then it is increased by ten percent a year until they reach the 100% in ten years.  Mr. Ozark asked what the total taxes were.

Chairman Pippin said the total taxes  collected if no abatement would have been $5 million dollars in twenty years in comparison to $3.5 million will be collected. The $3.5 million is about 74% of the total taxes.  Chairman Pippin said that Valley County can also collect an impact fee of $200,000 to be paid in three years. Discussion followed.

Mr. Ozark said that if Valley County turned down this request he thought it sends out a bad message that Valley County does not work with these companies and there would not be another wind project attempted in Valley County, especially when the other counties are giving these abatements.

Chairman Pippin said that he was surprised that there has not been one person complain that the noise from the turbines may be a problem with this project. 

Commissioner Peterson said that it was recommended by Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, that there be an audit done of the Justice of the Peace's books now that there will be a new Judge appointed.  He said not because they think there is any wrong being done, but if there needs to be any changes made in the documentation, now would be a good time to make the changes.  Discussion followed.

It was agreed that Commissioner Peterson will contact the Auditors and see what they recommend.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously to sign the Valley County Treasurer's Report for the month ending July 31, 2013. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to publish the following Notice in the local paper.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously. 

The Valley County Clerk and Recorder posted the following Notice in the local paper;
NOTICE OF SALE OF TAX DEED LANDS

ACQUIRED BY VALLEY COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, the 27th day of August, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in the lobby of the Valley County Courthouse at Glasgow, Valley County, Montana, the undersigned County of Valley, State of Montana, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder in accordance with Section 7-8-2304, MCA, and for a price which shall not be less than the fair market value thereof which has heretofore been determined and fixed by the Board of County Commissioners of Valley County, Montana, and which is hereinafter stated, the following described real estate situated in Valley County, Montana, and which the said County of Valley has heretofore acquired by tax deed, to-wit:

	TAX DEED LIST
	Sale Date:  August 27, 2013

	PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
	TAX PAYER ID / GEO CODE
	SALE PRICE

	1.
	Unit 366-A, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
	1006681000    /  4361-32-1-15-02-A366
	$15,100.00 (Appraised value)

	2.
	Unit 366-B, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
	1006682000    /  4361-32-1-15-02-B366
	$15,100.00 (Appraised value)

	3.
	Unit 370-D, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
	1006695000    /  4361-32-1-09-08-D370
	$15,100.00 (Appraised value)


The terms of the sale are as follows: cash, lawful money of the United States to be paid at the date of sale.

A quit claim deed will be issued to the purchaser.  Valley County makes no warranty regarding title of the property herein described.  Valley County does not guarantee access to the properties. 

There is hereby reserved by Valley County all oil, gas, hydrocarbons and other minerals now owned by Valley County in and under or which may be recovered and saved from the above-described lands, together with right of ingress and egress thereon for the purpose of exploration and production thereof.

The right to reject any and all bids is hereby expressly reserved.
DATED this    13th  day of   August  ,  2013, by order of the Board of County Commissioners.






Lynne Nyquist, Clerk of the







Board of County Commissioners







Valley County, Montana

(Publish August 14, and 21, 2013)
Carol Ann Walton, Christina M. Hillman and James Wixson submitted a letter of interest and a resume for the Justice of the Peace position
Brian Austin, Valley County Refuse District Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about Long Run's aspirations to build a new fire hall.  He said he was here to discuss this with the Commissioners and see what the Commissioners think about this project. 

Stone Tihista, Valley County Weed Assistant Supervisor, informed the Board that Rick Stellflug, Valley County Weed/Mosquito Coordinator, has been in the hospital and it will be at least a couple weeks before Mr. Stellflug will be back to work.  Ms. Tihista has been taking care of all his duties for now.  She said she checks in with Mr. Stellflug about every day.

Leroy Kountz and Paul Tweten, Valley County Road Administrator, joined the meeting to discuss the Page Gravel Pit which is a gravel pit that Valley County permitted, but there has been work done out of the permitted boundary which can result in large fines against the County.

Mr. Kountz said that he was locked out of the Page Gravel Pit when Valley County locked it down for a week or ten days, and it cost him some money.  He talked to Matt Page, owner of the property the gravel pit was on, about it being locked down and Mr. Page told him to finish what he had started.  Mr. Kountz was buying the gravel from Mr. Page.  

Mr. Kountz said that Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, told him that Valley County's Engineers, Great West Engineering, told them to lock the gate.  At that time Mr. Waarvik told Mr. Kountz to get his gravel hauled out of there.  Mr. Kountz said it was too wet for the company to haul the gravel out on the road that they were working on, so the gravel had to be stockpiled at another location and he has been charged $9,694 for hauling it out of the pit to store until it could be put down on the road.  

Mr. Kountz said that the gate was reopened, and he wants to know who would be responsible for this hauling expense.  He said that Fossums were the ones who moved outside the boundary of the permitted area and seems to have caused the problem to begin with.  He asked who told Valley County to lock the pit and why.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Tweten said that Great West Engineering told them to lock the gate.  He said that Great West said to close it based on what DEQ told them because the pit is permitted to Valley County and Valley County is responsible for any defaults done at this pit.  Mr. Tweten said they did not want to get DEQ's enforcement department involved with this so they locked the pit down.  

Mr.. Kountz said that whoever went out of bounds should be responsible for any consequences. He said he did not go out of the boundary, he put a burm around where he was working so he did not go out, but he is paying a price because he got locked out. He said someone needs to be held accountable for going out of bounds and causing this to happen.  Discussion followed.  

Mr. Tweten said that Great West is trying to get an amendment done on the permit to enlarge it, and hoping that this will take care of it instead of Valley County being fined.  He said that the pile of topsoil has disappeared now and there is no topsoil to reclaim the pit back to its original state.  Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin said that once this is cleared up, then Valley County should not allow anyone to do any gravel work on our permit so this does not happen again, even though it has been the practice for many years to allow the land owner to have others come in and get gravel.  If the property owner wants to sell gravel to someone else, they will have to have it permitted and not use Valley County's permit.  

After much discussion the Commissioners told Mr. Kountz that they did not know what they could do for him regarding his expense, but they will look into it further and get back to him. 

Pam Heikens submitted her letter of interest and a resume for the Justice of the Peace position.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 14, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Chairman Pippin and Commissioner Peterson left the office to attend the employee meeting this morning from 9:00 to 10:00. 

Chairman Pippin left the office. 
Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, visited with the Commissioners for a while and left the office. 

Pat Kelly, St. Marie, joined the meeting and requested that the Commissioners not take any more of his tax delinquent properties.  He said that he feels that the County is singling his property out for the taking.  

Owen Childers visited with the Commissioners.

Adam Prewitt inquired what the mosquito tax he pays is being used for and the Commissioners directed him to speak with some of the members on the Glasgow Mosquito District Board. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute Certificate of Survey No. 328Bfor the Page Whitham Land & Cattle LLP for the purpose to layout a portion of land for a gravel pit, described as;


NE¼N½SE¼, Section 33, Township 30N, Range 38E, Montana Principal Meridian, Valley 
County, Montana; 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and the motion carried unanimously. The said Document, No. 15106, was filed in the office of the Clerk and Recorder on August 19, 2013.  
Dave Kloker submitted a letter of interest and a resume for the Justice of the Peace position. 
 Eleanor Lindsey visited with Chairman Pippin about some St. Marie Condominium issues that are going on.  She said she did not believe DTM can be selling the condominium units there to include "the dirt".  That property belongs to all as common ground. 

The Board received a letter from Gloria Doucette saying she was interested in being a member on the Council on Aging Board.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
AUGUST 15, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office for a while in the morning.

The Board received a letter of interest and resume from Kara Moon, Linda R. Parks, and C. David Gorton for the Justice of Peace position.

AUGUST 19, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Doris Ozark as the Secretary/Treasurer for the Fair Commission beginning May 1, 2013, at $500 per month.   The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and passed.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Colleen Pankratz to increase her wages to $20.67, as permanent full-time Transit Supervisor for the Transit, as long as she is also supervising Daniels County's transit program, beginning July 1, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and passed.
Commissioner Reinhardt joined the meeting.

The Commissioners left the office from 10:00 to noon to work on next year's budgets. 

Joe Etchart visited with Chairman Pippin about a State road easement that was granted many years ago for a Valley County road, but was given with a wrong description.   He will get more documentation for the Commissioners to follow up on. 

Colleen Pankratz, Valley County Transit Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about getting another 12-passenger bus.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 20, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, visited with the Commissioners about the Wind Farm tax abatement issue and some questions he still had regarding the Agreement.  Mr. Murnion said he was concerned about the closeness of the wind turbines to residential homes and the length of the Agreement which is proposed for a duration of 65 years.  

Dan Carney, Fire Marshall, joined the meeting to participate in the weekly Lewistown Area Fire Restrictions Conference call.  Mr. Carney said that there were no fire restrictions imposed for Valley County, but the area is continuing to get drier increasing the fire danger. 

Stan Ozark, KLTZ/Mix 93, visited with the Commissioners about some local issues and asked what the plans were for the appointment of the Justice of the Peace and then left the office.

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:35 a.m. 

Chairman Pippin asked if there were any additions and/or deletions to the agenda and there were none.
There was not anyone present to submit any public comment.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Dylan Jensen as a temporary, full-time legal intern for the County Attorney for a duration of August 1 , 2013, through August 15, 2013, at $10.80 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Robbie Henville as a temporary, full-time Operator for the Mosquito District effective August 15, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Shyanne Clem-Isakson as a temporary, full-time Operator for the Weed District effective August 16, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Laurel Wageman as a temporary, part-time Office Clerk for the Museum effective August 15, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notices of Termination for Sydney Hayward and Janice Griebel as a temporary, part-time Office Clerks for the Museum effective August 16, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Erika Doornek as a permanent, part-time Dispatcher for the Sheriff's Office effective August 15, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was to appoint a Council on Aging Board member.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to appoint Gloria Doucette to the Council on Aging Board  for a three-year term ending June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and unanimously carried.

The Transit bus was the next item on the agenda.

Chairman Pippin said that Colleen Pankratz, Valley County Transit Supervisor, has a chance to pick up a 2009 Ford, 12 passenger bus through a grant, for a match cost of $4,361.50 and would like to get it. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to purchase a  2009 Ford Diesel 12 passenger bus for the Valley County Transit for the grant match amount of $4,361.50, to be paid out of Local Option Tax funds.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously. 

The next item on the agenda for consideration is the Olson Spring Road Easement clarification.

Chairman Pippin said that Joe Etchart has brought it to the County's attention that the State Right-of-Way for the Olson Spring Road is incorrect and Mr. Etchart has submitted the documentation and an application to be sent to the State Department of Natural Resources to get the correct easement.  Discussion followed.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to proceed with the application process to the State Department of Natural Resources (DNRC) to clarify the easement on the Olson Spring Road and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Peterson said that he is still pondering the FY214 budgets and is concerned if the revenue is going to match the increase.  He said he was ready to accept the 5% salary increase for the elected officials that was proposed by the Valley County Compensation Board.  

After some discussion the Commissioners agreed to put the salary increase on next week's agenda for consideration and action. 

Debbie Cornwell visited with the Commissioners about a public kitchen that may be provided through the building project that Milk River is currently proposing.  She asked if the Commissioners would check with Great Northern Development Corporation to see if there is any grant money available to help with this.  

Chairman Pippin left the office for the day.

Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about some road issues.

Commissioner Reinhardt attended the Refuse District #1 Board meeting this evening.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 21, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, member Bruce H. Peterson and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Dan Carr, City of Glasgow Council member, told the Commissioners that he and Neil Chinouard were on the Fire Hall Building Committee and asked how the Commissioners felt about the City and County building a co-owned fire hall building. 

The Commissioners reviewed the resumes that were submitted for the position of Justice of the Peace. Those submitted were Christine P. Gamas, C. David Gorton, Christina M. Hillman, Pam Heikens, Dave C. Kloker, Kara Moon, Linda R. Parks, Carol Ann Walton, James H. Wixson and Misty Womack.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to interview Christine Gamas, David Gorton, Pam Heikens, Dave Kloker and James Wixson.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.  Those interviews will be scheduled for next Monday and Tuesday and held in the Law Library.
Commissioner Peterson left the office to meet with Max Hallfrisch, Teamsters Representative, regarding the negotiations with law enforcement deputies.

Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, visited with the Commissioners.

Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners.

Sheriff Meier and Mr. Waarvik left the office.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
AUGUST 22, 2013

Commissioner Peterson was in the office this morning working on the FY 23014 budgets with Lynne Nyquist, Valley County Clerk and Recorder.

Chairman Pippin attended the Historical Museum Board meeting this afternoon and the Milk River Board meeting this evening.

AUGUST 23, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office in the morning.

AUGUST  26, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

The County Commissioners participated in five interviews for the Justice of the Peace today.  Those interviewed were Christine Gamas, David Gorton, Pam Heikens, David Kloker and James Wixon. 

Vickie Bell, Health Department Coordinator, submitted her letter of resignation as Director of the Valley County Health Department, effective October 4, 2013.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign a Request for Public Meeting form for Knife River Corporation at the Knife River Glasgow Borrow Pit, located in Sections 23 & 24, Township 28North and Range 40 East.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute three Dry Prairie Branch Pipeline Easements and Temporary Construction Easements, between Valley County and Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority, for the construction of an underground water utility line located on the Airport Road, located in the Tracts 6 & 8, Section 07, West Half of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, Section 08, South Half of the South Half, Section 06, Township 28 North, Range 40 East.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it unanimously passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 27, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Rick Seiler, Valley County DES Coordinator, and Paul Tweten, Valley County Road Administrator, reviewed the FY 2013-2014 Road budget and FEMA funds. 

Commissioner Peterson informed the Board that he will be out of the State of Montana from Friday, August 30th through Sunday, September 1, 2013.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to pay Gaffaney's Office Supply $1,074.00 for six chairs to be used in the County Attorney's Office, to be paid out of Local Option Tax funds.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.

Dan Carney, Fire Marshall, joined the meeting to participate in the weekly Lewistown Area Fire Restrictions Conference call.  Mr. Carney said that the Valley County area continues to get drier, increasing the fire danger and the fire activity in the State has also increased, but there were no fire restrictions imposed for Valley County or in the State yet.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to sign the Valley County's Public Health's Montana Family Planning Program, Administrative Policies and Procedures Manual, seconded by Chairman Pippin and it passed.

Deanne Ketchum, Chris Helland and John Swingen were present for the sale.  

Pursuant to Notice published in the local newspaper, at 10:00 a.m. the Board held a public auction in the lobby of the Valley County Courthouse for the following described county tax deed property:



Unit 366-A, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 


32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant 

common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the 


Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., 


recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed 


thereto.


Unit 366-B, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 


32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant 

common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the 


Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., 


recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed 


thereto.


Unit 370-D, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 


32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant 

common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the 


Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., 


recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed 


thereto.
No bid were received.  The public auction concluded at 10:07 a.m.
Chairman Pippin said that these properties will be advertised for another sale in a couple weeks.

Gloria Robertson joined the meeting to voice a complaint.  She said that she was here to request that a handicap toilet be put into the Senior Center and one at the Council on Aging Building.  There had been a lift seat added, but she said she wanted that removed, and a high toilet installed.  She said that she thought the handicap codes require this toilet. 

Mrs. Robertson said that she had a complaint also about the cleanliness of the bathrooms. Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin said that he did not believe that a high rise toilet was required and that he would look into it further. He said that he thought the City of Glasgow owned the Senior Center side of the building, and would be responsible for that side and suggested that she visit with the City about this.

Stan Ozark, KLTZ/Mix 93, and Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:40 a.m. 

Chairman Pippin asked if there were any additions and/or deletions to the agenda and said that he had offers submitted on two of the Tax Deed Units that were offered for sale earlier this morning to add to the agenda.
There was no public comment submitted.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Edward Glen Doran as a worker for the Refuse District, effective August 9, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Justin Pattison as a temporary, full-time Operator for the Weed District, effective August 22, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Max Faul as a temporary, full-time Operator for the Weed District, effective August 15, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was to consider the recommendation from the Compensation Board for a 5% salary increase for the elected officials.

Commissioner Peterson said that he would like to defer this decision because if the Commissioners do not take the Compensation Board's recommendation than he believes the Compensation Board needs to meet again for a recommendation.  He said he is going to call MACo to get an answer to that question.  He said he is still looking at the budget.  

Commissioner Peterson said he had called the office of Representative Daines to ask if they felt that the PILT funds would continue to be paid at the current rate, but they did not really have an no answer.  He said he wants to put some numbers together on the worst case scenario if the PILT funding changes.  

Commissioner Peterson made a motion to table this issue until next week, the motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it carried unanimously.

The next item was Resolution No. 23-2013 Setting Elected Officials Salaries and due to the fact that there was no decision made on the salaries there will be no action taken to adopt this resolution.  

The Resolution No. 22-2013 Resolution Establishing Tax Benefits for New and/or Expanding Industry Consisting of the Opheim Wind Energy 
Project was the next item on the agenda.

Chairman Pippin said that last week the Commissioners voted to give the tax abatement and now they need to adopt the Resolution documenting this decision.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to execute the following Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously:

RESOLUTION NO. 22-2013
A RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO 15-24-1402 MCA, ESTABLISHING TAX BENEFITS FOR NEW AND/OR EXPANDING INDUSTRY, CONSISTING OF THE OPHEIM WIND ENERGY PROJECT, LOCATED IN NORTHEAST VALLEY COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Valley County has been presented with a New or Expanding Industry Classification Application (“Application”) for tax benefits by Compass Wind Projects, LLC (“Developer”) consisting of the Opheim Wind Energy Project (“Project”) pursuant to 15-24-1402 MCA, located in northeast Valley County, State of Montana, more particularly described as follows: 


T35N R41E – Portions of Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, & 18

WHEREAS, the Project improvements qualifying for the 15-24-1402(1) MCA tax benefits include  wind turbine generators, electricity collection and transmission equipment and lines, substation and tap facilities, meteorological equipment, SCADA equipment, any and all associated improvements, and any and all development and construction related costs; and

WHEREAS, the Project improvements qualify as “Industry” under 15-24-1401(2)(f) MCA by virtue of the fact of the production of electrical energy in an amount of one (1) megawatt or more by means of an alternative renewable energy source powered by wind energy; and

WHEREAS, the Project improvements qualify as “New” under 15-24-1401(3) MCA by virtue of the fact that they are new to Valley County and they result in the investment of at least one hundred twenty five thousand dollars ($125,000.00) worth of qualifying improvements or modernized processes in Valley County in the first tax year in which the benefits provided for in MCA 15-24-1402 are to be received or in the preceding tax year; and 

WHEREAS, the Project improvements qualify as “Expansion” under 15-24-1401(1) MCA by virtue of the fact of adding after July 1, 1987, at least fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) worth of qualifying improvements or modernized processes to the Project owner’s property within the same jurisdiction either in the first tax year in which the benefits provided for in 15-24-1402 MCA are to be received or in the preceding tax year; and

WHEREAS, due notice as defined in 76-15-103 MCA has been given by publishing the notice of public hearing in The Glasgow Courier, a newspaper of general circulation in Valley County, on July 17, 2013 and July 31, 2013, publication of the notices being separated by at least the fourteen (14) day statutorily mandated interval; and

WHEREAS, a check of public records indicate that Developer’s taxes have been paid in full; and 

WHEREAS, Valley County, Montana and Developer have entered into a Development Agreement governing various aspects of the development, construction, and operations of the Project; and

WHEREAS, all taxing jurisdictions affected by the tax benefit have been notified of this proposed resolution by certified mail, sent August 20, 2013; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held at the Opheim Public School on August 6, 2013, to discuss with the public, hear their opinions, and answer questions about the Application, which, if approved, would allow tax benefits for the Project; and

WHEREAS, any taxpayer may apply to the Montana Department of Revenue for the Project tax treatment authorized by this resolution and such application to the Montana Department of Revenue must first be approved by the County and indicate that the Project qualifies for the tax treatment authorized by this resolution; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF VALLEY COUNTY; that the  Project is a qualified new and/or expanding industry in Valley County as defined in 15-24-1401 MCA, and the machinery, equipment, and buildings used in its facilities, as described above, are approved to receive the following schedule of tax benefits as recorded in 15-24-1402 (1) MCA; that pursuant to 15-24-1402(1) MCA, in the first 5 years after the last construction permit (as described below in this paragraph) is issued, qualifying improvements or modernized processes that represent new industry or expansion of an existing industry, as designated in the approving resolution, must be taxed at 50% of their taxable value; that pursuant to 15-24-1402(1) MCA, each year thereafter, the percentage must be increased by equal percentages until the full taxable value is attained in the 10th year; that pursuant to 15-24-1402(1) MCA, in the subsequent years, the property must be taxed at 100% of its taxable value; that such tax treatment for the Project will begin the calendar year of the first January 1 occurring after issuance of the last of the State of Montana Department of Environmental Quality Water Protection Bureau ‘Storm Water Discharge Associated with Construction Activity’ permits required for construction of the Project; that the tax benefits approved by this resolution are designated for and shall be received by any taxpayer that applies to the Montana Department of Revenue for the Project tax treatment and is in accordance with 15-24-1401 MCA, 15-24-1402 MCA, and this resolution.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF VALLEY COUNTY AND APPROVED THIS   27th   DAY OF AUGUST, 2013.

DATED this      27th       day of August, 2013.
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Nickolas Murnion, Valley County Attorney

Commissioner Peterson said that there was a letter sent to the taxing jurisdiction that this tax abatement will affect, the Opheim School, informing them of this decision to meeting MCA requirements.

The next item on the agenda was the County representative for the City of Glasgow Planning Board.

Chairman Pippin said that LeRoy Kountz had sent in a letter requesting to be the Valley County representative for this Board but he thought that whoever the Valley County Planner is, they should be the member of this Board.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to appoint the Valley County Planner to be the representative to the City of Glasgow Planning Board and to adopt a Resolution documenting this decision.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.  

RESOLUTION NO. 25-2013
A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE VALLEY COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE TO THE GLASGOW CITY PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2013, the Valley County Commissioners passed Resolution No. 12-2013, giving their permission to the City of Glasgow to form the Glasgow City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, the Montana Code Annotated (MCA) §76-1-223 provides that: 


"When a city council has enacted an ordinance creating a city planning board or when a 
vacancy occurs in the county's membership on the city planning board, the board of county 
commissioners of the county in which the city is located shall within 45 days designate a 
representative of the county to the mayor of the city for appointment to the city planning board. 
This representative may be a member of the board of county commissioners or an officeholder or 
employee of the county. The mayor may not reject or refuse to appoint to the city planning board 
a representative designated by a board of county commissioners as provided in this section, but if 
the county fails to designate a representative, then the mayor may appoint as a representative of 
the county a person of 
the mayor's own choosing and at the mayor's sole discretion."
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Valley County Commissioners have designated the Valley County Planner to be the Valley County representative as a member of the City of Glasgow Planning Board.  

PASSED and APPROVED this   
27th
 day of August, 2013.







BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS







VALLEY COUNTY, MONTANA







David L. Pippin, Chairman

ATTEST:




Bruce H. Peterson, Member

Lynne Nyquist, Clerk


 
David Reinhardt, Member
The next item on the agenda was Application for Cancellation of Taxes.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously authorizing the Chairman to sign an Application for Cancellation of Taxes No. 0216 for a total of ($94.43), for Ag Partners LLC, because their taxes were paid on the tax bill and also paid as a special mobile.  A refund will be given.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously authorizing the Chairman to sign an Application for Cancellation of Taxes No. 0217 for a total of $417. 26, for Omimex Canada LTD, because Omimext was moved out of Centrally Assessed by DOR.  The property is now taxed as Personal Property.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously authorizing the Chairman to sign an Application for Cancellation of Taxes No. 0218 for a total of ($225.80), for Edward Tysko, because Edward Tysko, a permanently disabled veteran, purchased a Unit at St. Marie and did not realize that he had to apply for the exemption, so it was not given by the DOR.

The appointment of the Justice of the Peace was the next item on the agenda.

Chairman Pippin said that he did not believe that the Commissioners have spent enough time on this issue because they only completed the interviews yesterday afternoon.  He said he would entertain a motion to table this for a week for further consideration.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to table this agenda item until their next meeting on Wednesday, September 4, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.

Chairman Pippin said that this morning the Commissioners held a tax deed sale for three Units at St. Marie and there were no bids given at that time.  Since that sale, the Commissioners have received bids on two of the Units.  

Commissioner Peterson said that the MCA § codes allow the County to take 70% of the advertised sale price if the properties are not sold at the second sale.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to accept the offer of $10,570 from Jon Svingen for St, Marie Unit 366-A and a $10,750 offer from Chris Helland for St. Marie Unit 366-B. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt. 

Chairman Pippin asked for discussion.

Chairman Pippin said that he felt that the Units should be sold and get the property back on the tax rolls.

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he did not think they should sell these Units because he believed they could get more money.  He said that these people know the County can take the 70% so they just automatically offer that amount and assume the County will take it.  

Chairman Pippin said he had taken several calls regarding these properties, but none showed up at the sale to make an offer. 

Chairman Pippin called for the vote.

Chairman Pippin and Commissioner Peterson voted aye and Commissioner Reinhardt voted nay, the motion passed. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to authorize the Chairman to execute a Quitclaim Deed between Valley County and Jon E. Svingen for the following described tax deed property for a bid of $10,570.00:


Unit #366-A, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in 


Section 32, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the 



appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and 



established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 


20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any 


and all amendments filed thereto.

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and carried with two ayes and Commissioner Reinhardt voting nay. The said Document, No. 151744, was filed in the office of the Clerk and Recorder on August 28, 2013.   

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to authorize the Chairman to execute a Quitclaim Deed between Valley County and Helland Properties, LLC, for the following described tax deed property for a bid of $10,570.00:


Unit #366-B, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in 


Section 32, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the 



appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and 



established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 


20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any 


and all amendments filed thereto.

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and carried with two ayes and Commissioner Reinhardt voting nay. The said Document, No. 151748, was filed in the office of the Clerk and Recorder on August 28, 2013.   

Mrs. Robertson returned and told the Commissioners that she spoke with the City of Glasgow and they were looking into the ownership of the building.  She said she spoke with Vicky Wetz, Council on Aging (COA) Supervisor, and Mrs. Wetz said that all of the building belongs to Valley County.  

Again, Chairman Pippin said he would look into the details of the ownership and the responsibility of the building and Mrs. Robertson left the office. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said he would take a look at the toilets at the building and see what can be done.

Commissioner Peterson left the office. 
Mrs. Fay left the office. 

Commissioner Reinhardt informed the Board that the Fish Wildlife and Parks had agreed to allow Valley County to take five feet of the bank of the Milk River along the Maag Road to fix the road where the river bank is washing out the road.  He said that the original Road Petition states that Valley County has easement for thirty feet from the river, no matter where the river bank is. He said that the land owner, Mr. Munson, does not want to give Valley County the additional property to move the road over.  Commissioner Reinhardt said he has an appointment to meet with Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, to get his opinion. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt directing the Chairman to sign a letter to Independence Bank asking for a credit card to be used by the Valley County Safety Coordinator.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.

Commissioner Peterson returned to the office.

Brian Austin and Robert Brunelle joined the meeting.

Mr. Austin said at the last Long Run meeting they talked about removing the West end of the building on the current Long Run Fire Hall, and adding a new building to the North of that building. The City of Glasgow owns the property at this location.  He said the firemen are reducing their inventory and getting rid of the equipment that they really don't need.  The firemen want to drill five test holes and make sure the ground would be sufficient for construction.  The firemen will pay for that out of their Endowment Fund.  Discussion followed.
Mr. Austin said he spoke with the City Council and they were agreeable to allow Valley County Long Run to build a new fire station on their property, at the current location of the Long Run Fire Hall if the County is willing to put a building there.  The City wants to know what the County is willing to donate to this project. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that Neil Chouinard, Glasgow City Council Member, was not willing to allow Valley County to build anything on their property.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Austin said that he did not hear that from the City Council when he was at their meeting.  He said Rob and he were here today to find out exactly what the Commissioners are willing to donate to build a new fire hall.  He said if the County says no, than they will not waste their time, or their money, to drill the test holes. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he understands this has been going on for a long time, but Mr. Austin  had better go back to the City Council and see if they really are willing to give them the land.  Discussion followed.

The Commissioners said before anyone moves forward, they would want something from the City that says they agree that they will give Long Run a lease of some sort to build on their property. 

Chairman Pippin said that having a good fire department lowers insurance for those that live in Glasgow and benefits all.  Discussion followed.

The group discussed some possible options to build in the current location.  The fact that some of the utilities and needs are already there and would not have to be built into the new building, would save on the cost overall. 

Mr. Austin said he understands that budgets are tight and that there are lots of places to spend money, but they need to know if there is any chance that the County will give Long Run any money to start on a building that could be build in phases as the money comes in. He said that the firemen can't keep putting the time in if there is no chance it is going to happen.  He said at one time they had grant money to start, but there was no money to continue and so they gave the grant money back.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Austin said they want some sort of commitment from the County stating what they are willing to give, if anything. 

Chairman Pippin said that this is his position, and that is only one position.  He said he would be willing to commit $150,000 of County funds towards the building.  He said that the County could borrow $300,000 from INTERCAP and then Long Run could make the payments from their budget to pay back $150,000 of that loan. He said that he believed their budget could handle about a $15,000 payment per year.  He said that this is just his opinion. 

Commissioner Peterson said that he is not prepared to give them $150,000 right now.  He said that this is not on the top of his priority list.  He said that he would like to do this one day, but there are other things right now that they are trying to get done and the funds just aren't there for all of it.  

Mr. Austin said that they didn't need that much right now, they could do this in  phases, and would take any amount that the County could give to get started with the cement work. Discussion followed.

Commissioner Reinhardt said that today he would have to agree with Commissioner Peterson at this point.  In about two weeks they will have the budget completed and maybe it will be different.

Mr. Austin said that several of the members of the City and County fire fighters feel that the few at the top don't care about this project.  Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin said that he believed that Long Run could raise $15,000 a year to make a loan payment. Would the rest of the firemen be willing to commit to that?  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Reinhardt asked what size of building they are looking at and Mr. Austin said they are looking at 80 x 100 feet. 

Commissioner Peterson asked if they came up with a needs list and if that is where they came up with the size of the building.  

Mr. Austin said no, the firemen have talked it over.  He said he is not going to put a bunch of work into this if there is no reason to move forward.  If the Commissioners want him to come back in a couple weeks and see if there is any room in the budget, then they will do that, but he did not want to put anymore time into the project if there is no money available. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that he would like them to find out from the City Council what exactly they want from the County regarding the land. 

After much discussion it was agreed that Mr. Austin and Mr. Brunelle will return in two weeks to see if the budget was complete and if the County could come up with some funds to begin their project and they left the office. 

Commissioner Peterson left the office for the day.

Norm Girard visited with Chairman Pippin about the Museum building project. 

Terry Lee stopped in and visited with Chairman Pippin about the scheduled meeting they are hosting at St. Marie regarding the Village Association tomorrow evening. 

Chairman Pippin said he would attend and Mr. Lee left the office. 

Chairman Pippin and Commissioner Reinhardt left the office.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

AUGUST 28, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, member David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

The Commissioners received a letter from LeRoy Kountz stating that he would like to be the County representative on the City Planning Board.

Phillip Carroll, Richland, submitted a letter stating that he would like to be a member on the Fair Commission Board.

Paul Tweten, Valley County Road Administrator, visited with the Commissioners about some bridge issues.

Chairman Pippin attended a St. Marie Village Association meeting held at St. Marie this evening.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
AUGUST 29, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office in the morning. 

Judge Perry Miller stopped in the office and said he would like to set up a telephone conference to visit with the Commissioners about what should be expected from the position of the Justice of the Peace. 

Claim Fund claims for the month of August were approved as follows;
 09/11/13                         VALLEY COUNTY                       Page:    1

16:09:32                Vendor Claims Accounting Summary        Report ID: AP220

                        For the Accounting Period:  8/13

                   Vendor                               Claim #       Amount

 -----------------------------------------------------  -------     ----------

   3924 911 SUPPLY                                       60126           685.91

   2820 ADAPCO, INC                                      60006         1,950.00

                                                         60127         3,050.00

   4435 AG PARTNERS LLC                                  60129           744.25

   4628 AG PARTNERS LLC                                  60130            94.43

   1798 AGLAND CO-OP                                     60128           129.82

   2853 ALL SEASON HOME CENTER                           60011           423.27

    323 ALPINE ANALYTICAL, INC                           60012         1,470.00

   4569 AMERICAN MADE ELECTION EQUIPMENT                 60007           300.00

    184 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS INC                       60013           124.86

   4624 API SYSTEMS INTEGRATORS                          59974           804.90

    558 ARCH'S TIRE & SERVICE                            59975           957.00

                                                         60131         1,473.00

   4402 BADGER CREEK WILDFIRE                            60133           380.00

   2554 BALCO UNIFORM CO INC                             60154           108.85

     18 BELL MORTUARY INC                                60014         1,030.00

     75 BIG VALLEY WATER                                 60015            58.00

    504 BOB BARKER CO INC                                60132           762.47

   4427 BS CENTRAL INC                                   60016           673.00

   3360 CENTURY LINK                                     59976           146.45

                                                         60017         1,148.58

   4563 CERIUM NETWORKS                                  60018            29.50

   1148 CHIEF  SUPPLY CORPORATION                        60134           197.59

   4403 CHOICE AVIATION LLC                              60019         2,625.00

    677 CITY OF GLASGOW                                  60159         3,090.42

   3592 CLERK COLJ CONFERENCE REGISTRATION               60135           250.00

   4636 CLOUD SHERPAS                                    60158         6,400.00

   1095 COCA-COLA BOTTLING CO                            60020            14.00

    548 COLLEEN M PANKRATZ                               60136           255.69

   4614 COMMUNICATIONS & CONSULTING                      60021           450.00

   4554 CONSOLIDATED TELECOM, INC                        60137         1,875.00

    225 D & G SPORTS & WESTERN                           60022         1,984.90

     39 DALE PLUMBING & HEATING INC                      60023         2,156.20

     40 DAN OLSON DBA                                    60024            13.76

   2740 DARLA SHIPMAN                                    59977            96.00

    637 DEPT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES           60025            86.25

   2729 EMC INSURANCE                                    60009         4,769.00

    634 ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT INC            60156         8,365.68

   3634 EXPRESSIONS IN THREAD                            60027            18.00

    812 EZZIE'S WHOLESALE INC                            59978        31,331.84

                                                         60138         5,603.43

   2757 FARM EQUIPMENT SALES                             60028         1,163.64

    226 FEWER PUMPING SERVICE                            60029           125.00

   3076 FLICKS                                           60030            18.26

     54 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                         59979         4,871.97

                                                         60026         1,193.81

     57 FOSSUM READY MIX INC                             60031           811.50

     59 FRANCES MAHON DEACONESS HOSPITAL                 60032         8,129.51

    206 FRANCES MAHON DEACONESS HOSPITAL                 60033         2,182.92

   4455 FREEMAN AND GAFFNEY ASSOCIATES                   60157         3,240.00

    454 G & D ELECTRIC                                   60034           312.25

    311 GAFFANEYS TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE INC                60035         4,409.58

    247 GALL'S INC                                       60139         1,096.21

     66 GLASGOW AUTO SAFETY CENTER                       60036         1,201.00
     71 GLASGOW COURIER INC                              60037           949.15

     67 GLENN'S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR                        60038            62.99
   4299 GLOBALSTAR USA                                   59980            92.63

   4631 GRANITE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER                    60008         4,361.50
                   Vendor                               Claim #       Amount

 -----------------------------------------------------  -------     ----------

   4264 GREAT WEST ENGINEERING                           59981         7,597.06

                                                         60039         3,091.85

    442 HANSEN ENVIRONMENTAL DRILLING INC                60040        11,477.50

   4629 HARMONY COMMUNICATIONS INC                       60041           304.00

    121 HAVRE LAUNDRY                                    60042           689.72

   3772 HEALTH E WEB                                     60043            79.00

    392 HI LINE FORD INC                                 60044         1,715.27

   1604 HI MILE TIRE COMPANY                             60045         6,485.34

   2885 INTERSTATE BATTERIES                             60046           104.95

   2830 INTOXIMETERS INC                                 60140            36.95

   3576 J & M DISTRIBUTING                               60047           216.65

   4257 JAKE KIRKLAND                                    59999           108.90

   3213 JAMES CARNEY CONSTRUCTION                        60141        43,550.00

    572 JOHNSTONE SUPPLY                                 60048            93.16

   4625 KAUI SUMMERS                                     60000           206.50

    493 KELLEY BARSTAD                                   60142           357.00

    322 KNAFF BROTHERS MARK & STEVE                      60049         1,270.00

     95 KREISERS INC                                     59982           109.07

                                                         60050           164.64

   4630 KTF WOOD DESIGNS                                 60051           120.00

    987 L & D SIGNS                                      60052           374.00

   4623 LEE RIDDICK PLUMBING & HEATING                   60143           111.20

    628 LEE'S PRECISION PAINT                            60075            75.00

   3418 LEGARE LAWNS                                     60144            80.00

    848 LYNNE NYQUIST                                    60145           115.00

   2975 MARJORIE JACOBSON                                60146            75.00

    101 MARKLE'S INC                                     60053           837.31

   2475 MATTFELDT ELECTRIC                               60054           232.03

    413 MERCK SHARP & DOHME CORP.                        60003         2,964.53

    144 MIDWEST CANCER SCREENING                         60055            56.50

   4417 MIDWEST LABORATORIES INC                         60056            95.00

   3042 MOGAN'S SPRINKLERS                               60057            75.00

    540 MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES/MACO             60004           100.44

    113 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES                         60058         1,474.62

    484 MONTANA DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION                   60005         1,700.00

    874 MONTANA FOOD BANK NETWORK INC                    60059           293.18

    697 MONTANA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY                  60060           600.00

    239 MSU EXTENSION SERVICE                            60062         4,297.90

   3337 MYRON CORP                                       60061           510.43

   2750 NAEIR                                            60063           259.25

   3144 NANCY GALLAHER                                   60064            24.86

    200 NANCY HAMILTON                                   59983            82.00

                                                         60065            82.00

   3579 NATIONAL CURRICULUM & TRAINING INSTITUTE         60066           589.73

   3669 NAXIN SAFETY                                     60067           267.93

    183 NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC                59984         4,216.02

    165 NEWTON MOTORS INC                                60068           942.38

    272 NICKOLAS C MURNION                               59985            75.00

   4499 NORDISK SYSTEMS, INC                             60069         8,461.00

    470 NORMONT EQUIPMENT CO                             60070         2,152.70
    115 NORTHWESTERN ENERGY                              59986         1,266.90

                                                         60071         9,996.74

    120 NORVAL ELECTRIC CO-OP INC                        60072         1,825.22

    151 NUERA TECHNOLOGIES, INC                          60073           952.75

    126 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING                        60147            36.16

   4248 PARK GROVE BAR & CAFE                            59992           378.00

   3087 PAT NEULIEB                                      59991         1,728.00

                                                         60074            19.78

    129 PETTY CASH                                       60010           829.60

   4626 PHILIP CARROL                                    60001           135.68

    131 PITNEY BOWES INC                                 60076           478.98

   2908 PLAK SMACKER                                     60077            60.69

   2768 PRIORITY COMMUNICATIONS                          60078         1,571.50

    135 PRO CO-OP                                        60079         4,221.08

   4409 RAPID DETECT INC                                 60080           280.00

   2620 RDO EQUIPMENT TRUST #80-5800                     60084           634.17

   4579 REBECCA SPRACKLEN                                60148           411.51

    137 RECTOR LAW OFFICE P.C.                           60081            50.00

   3803 REDS FIXIT SHOP LLC                              60082           109.00

     76 REYNOLDS                                         60083           879.84

    934 ROBERT PECCIA & ASSOCIATES INC                   60085        33,930.00

   3056 ROUBIE YOUNKIN                                   60087           206.23

     33 RUSSELL COPENHAVER                               60086        25,000.00

   4618 SALT LAKE WHOLESALE SPORTS                       60088         5,620.00

    219 SANOFI PASTEUR INC                               59993         1,579.03

    326 SATELLITE ENGINEERING GROUP, INC                 60089           266.19

    147 SCOTT'S TRACK 'N' WHEEL                          60090            79.90

    262 SHELLEY BRYAN                                    60091            12.99

   3804 SHELLEY MILLS                                    60092           766.36

   4586 SHOPKO                                           60093            11.76
   2661 SKYLARK TECHNOLOGY                               59987        28,985.00

   4404 SMITH MEDICAL PARTNERS                           59988           403.76
                   Vendor                               Claim #       Amount

 -----------------------------------------------------  -------     ----------

     47 ST MARIE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION                 60095           247.50

    472 STATE OF MONTANA                                 60094           205.27

   4633 STATE OF MONTANA DNRC                            60149            50.00

   3589 STERICYCLE, INC                                  60096           305.79

   3693 STOUGHIE'S BAR AND GRILL                         60097           656.00

    162 SYSCO MONTANA INC                                59989           749.56

                                                         60098           428.79

    163 T & R TRUCKING INC                               60155        21,660.84

   4632 TAYLOR ODENBACH                                  60099           415.84

      6 TAYLOR STORAGE                                   60150         1,200.00

    788 TERRY LIGHTHIZER                                 60100           213.18

   3902 THE OUTPOST                                      59990         1,320.00

   4372 THE PRINT SHOP                                   60101           247.25

   2996 THOMPSON & SONS                                  60102           125.00

   3826 TILLEMAN MOTOR CO                                60103         3,334.34

     41 TIRE-RAMA SERVICE CENTER                         60104           506.80

   1074 TOWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY                       60105           345.83

    170 TOWN & RANCH SERVICENTER                         60106         3,908.70

    680 TOWN OF OPHEIM                                   60107            50.00

   4635 TRI STATE COMMUNICATIONS INC                     60151           377.83

    172 TRI STATE TRUCK-EQUIP INC                        60108           153.52

    174 TRIPLE A GLASS INC                               60109           145.63
   4288 TRUENORTH STEEL                                  60110         1,252.00

   2737 TWO RIVERS ECONOMIC GROWTH                       60111           500.00

   2645 U.S. POSTAL SERVICE                              60160           200.00

    787 U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/PITNEY BOWES                 60114           809.65

   3578 ULTIMATE SAFETY SOLUTIONS                        60152           218.79

   4374 ULTRAMAX                                         60112           184.00

    627 UNCLE MILT'S BODY SHOP                           60113           167.50

   4474 UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA                            59994           573.97

                                                         60153           755.38

    614 VALLEY CO TRANSIT                                60115           929.75

    765 VALLEY CO WEED DISTRICT                          60116            62.41

    182 VALLEY MOTOR SUPPLY INC                          60117         3,098.69

   3333 VICKY WETZ                                       60118            46.77

   1087 VISA                                             60119         1,151.05

   3559 VISA                                             59995         1,061.38

   4061 VISA                                             59996           596.40

   4050 VISA 7495                                        59997         3,487.46

   4627 WALTER OZARK                                     60002           206.50

    803 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIP CO                        60120            76.02

    187 WEST  PAYMENT CENTER                             60121           182.00

    188 WESTERN DRUG INC                                 60122           317.98

     32 WEX BANK                                         59998           355.93

    190 WILLS OFFICE WORLD/RADIO SHACK                   60123           153.44

   3756 YELLOWSTONE CO YOUTH SERVICES CENTER             60124         7,050.00

    193 ZERBE BROS INC                                   60125            55.94

                                                           Total:    412,214.04

Payroll for the month of August was approved in the amount of  $571,411.98.





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































