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JULY 1, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Tim Jennings stopped in and said he wanted something in writing that states who is responsible for the policing of the Duck Creek Road because he is fed up with the traffic speeding down the road past his property.  Discussion followed.
The Commissioners asked Mr. Jennings to discuss this issue with Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff and Mr. Jennings left the office to contact the Sheriff.

Nancy Hamilton, Safety Coordinator, visited with the Commissioners about her new duties and her needs for that position.
Commissioner Reinhardt joined the meeting.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to sign Task Order/Contract #14-07-6-11-055-0 for the purpose upgrade and enhance local public health capacity to respond to events impacting the public health through planning, assessment and development of critical capacities.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt directing the Chairman to sign the Certificate of Appropriation between Valley County and the Montana Board of Investments documenting that Valley County has budgeted the loan payments for fiscal year 2012-2013. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously.

Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, visited with the Commissioners about hiring an individual as a Jail Administrator, because the documentation and duties are becoming quite extensive.  Discussion followed.

Gordon and Charlotte Huddleston visited with the Commissioners about his earlier request to close some alleys in Richland.  
Mr. Huddleston said that about a year ago Commissioner Reinhardt suggested they close the alley adjacent to their house so Mr. Huddleston filed a petition to close the alley.  He reviewed a map showing the Commissioners what he wanted closed and explained some troubles he was having with one of his neighbors and why he wanted the alley closed.  Discussion followed.
Commissioner Reinhardt said he would like to close all three alleys, but not close the street as requested on the petition and questioned whether they should change the request.  Discussion followed.  

Commissioner Peterson said maybe we could leave the Petition as submitted and when the decision is made by the Commissioners they will only close the alleys, not the street.  

Commissioner Peterson said he would like to check with Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, about closing the alleys and not closing the streets.  The advertising will be done to hold a public hearing as soon as possible.  
Mr. and Mrs. Huddleston left the office.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to publish the following Notice in the local paper.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously. 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Monday, July 15, 2013, at 10:30 a.m. in the office of the Board of County Commissioners in the Valley County Courthouse at 501 Court Square, Glasgow, Montana, to obtain public comment on a Petition to Abandon a County Road presented to them on June 25, 2013.  The petition contains the signatures of 10 eligible petitioners requesting abandonment of a road described as follows:

All that portion of Valley County Road Petition #1894 (a 60 foot wide Road Right-of-Way); 
located within the South Half of the South Half of Section 22, Township 28 North, Range 40 
East, of the Principal Meridian Montana, Valley County  Montana, lying to the South of the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF).


Sais Road being all of Valley County Road Petition #1894, located upon the land owned by 
Denzil Miller, within said Section 22, excepting therefrom the East 15.00 feet lying adjacent 
to and West of the East line of said Section 22 (60.00 feet North-South by 15.00 feet East-
West.)

The Board of County Commissioners shall hear all competent and relevant testimony offered in support of or in opposition to the Petition, and written protest must be filed with the Board by 5 p.m. on July 15, 2013, at their office in the Valley County Courthouse.

DATED this     1st       day of July, 2013.
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Colleen Pankratz, Valley County Transit Supervisor, stopped in and visited with the Commissioners about the Transit rate increase.  The Commissioners explained to Mrs. Pankratz that she will not be able to increase her rates August 1, 2013, because they have the decision scheduled on the agenda for the July 9th meeting. 
Mrs. Pankratz left the office.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt that Valley County will sign a protest letter to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) documenting some issues with the Drafted Resource Management Plan(RMP) that the County disagrees with.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson. 
Chairman Pippin said that there were a number of issues in the RMP that a variety of Counties do not agree with, but the BLM will not listen to the Counties and will do what they want anyway.

Commissioner Peterson said that he does not believe that is true, he said that he believes the BLM is doing what their agency believes is right, and if there are problems with the counties, than they need to be addressed with the counties. 

Chairman Pippin asked for a vote and the motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Reinhardt left the office.

Prairie County Commissioner Deanna Bockness, stopped in and picked up the BLM protest letters to take to a meeting in Miles City tomorrow and visited with the Commissioners.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign a List of Checks to Cancel that was submitted by the Jenny Reinhardt, Valley County Treasurer, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.  The list of checks to be cancelled are;

DATE


NO.

NAME



AMOUT

12/1/2011

15100

Valerie Nelson


$64.14


3/20/2012

15191

Wedel Ranch


$39.53


6/13/2012

15264

T. Love



$ 5.42


6/25/2013

15267

Jon King


$ 6.37








TOTAL
$115.46
The Commissioners left the office at 1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. to attend a meeting at the Fairgrounds regarding the Relay For Life event.  This group is requesting their relay to be held at the Fairgrounds.  In addition to the use of the Fairgrounds, they will need some help spreading gravel that is being donated by Fossum Ready Mix for the track. 
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Gary Wesew as a temporary, full-time Mower for the Road Department beginning July 15, 2013, at $11.91 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Chase Redfield as a temporary, full-time Operator for the Road Department beginning July 1, 2013, at $16.84 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Rick Gamas as a permanent, part-time Mower for the Road Department beginning July 1, 2013, at $11.91 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Nancy Hamilton as a Driver for the Transit, effective June 30, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Termination for Ryan Geer as a Driver for the Transit, effective July 6, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously.

Jenny Reinhardt, Valley County Treasurer, visited with the Commissioners about hiring more help in her office because they are so busy and she is tired of putting in so much extra time to keep up on her work.  Discussion followed.
The Commissioners gave Mrs. Reinhardt permission to advertise for additional help in her office. 

Mrs. Reinhardt said that the Department of Revenue informed her that Boeing was not billed an amount of $84 and the DOR wanted her to re-bill them, but she does not feel that it is necessary to get that additional amount and the Commissioners were in agreement that she not worry about billing Boeing the additional $84.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to sign the State of Montana Standard Lease Contract between Valley County and the State Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, 111 Sanders P.O. Box 4210, Helena, MT  59604 for a the duration of July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2015, at $10.60 per square foot, an annual rate of $12,561.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.  
Chairman Pippin opened the bids for the following surplus property; a 2006 Ford Explorer, a $1,000 minimum bid, 140,600 miles, needs transmission work. The sealed bids were due by 5:00 p.m., Monday, June 24, 2013.  The bids submitted were as follows:



Asia Motors Inc.

$1,592.00



Gary Dablyh


$1,128.00

Commissioner Reinhardt made a motion to accept the highest bid of $1,592.00 from Asia Motors Inc. to purchase Valley County's 2006 Ford Explorer.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it carried unanimously.  This company will be sent a letter stating that they can pick up the vehicle once the funds are successfully deposited by the Valley County Treasurer. 
Chairman Pippin opened the bids for the onsite digitization of Valley County documents located in the Valley County Courthouse, including but not limited to microfilm, microfiche, and legacy documents. Bids were submitted, by 1:30 PM on June 25, 2013, in sealed envelopes marked SEALED BID – VC Document Digitalization.  The bids submitted were as follows: 


Skylark Technology

$.25 per sheet



DIS Technology


$.34 per sheet


ArcaSearch


$.48 per sheet


Each company had a different software program to post the documents and a variety of costs 
involved to maintain and update the needed software. 
The Commissioners will review these bids and make a decision at a later date.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 2, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt present. 

Dan Carney, Fire Marshall, joined the meeting to participate in the weekly Lewistown Area Fire Restrictions Conference call and visited about the library budget. 

René Clampitt, Planner/Dispatch Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about BNSF's request to close a road.  She said that she wanted to verify the landowners in the area.    

Clint Jacobs, Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority (DPRWA), called and said he had recently received a copy of a Petition from some folks at St Marie that indicates that DPRWA has agreed to provide water to this group and he wanted to clarify the position of DPRWA.  He said there is no agreement or letter to say that DPRWA will agree to provide water, but they would certainly entertain such a proposal.  After they receive a formal request from the petitioners, their engineer will have to process the request, and the Department of Environmental Quality will be involved because there would be sewer and other concerns that have to be addressed before any action can be taken.  

Chairman Pippin attended the Valley County Fair Commission meeting held last night. 

Commissioner Peterson said Roosevelt County Commissioner Jim Shanks will fax some bids on a vehicle for the four county shared Safety Coordinator's vehicle.  Commissioner Shanks has bids from the Dodge,  Chevy and Ford dealerships in Wolf Point.  Valley County got bids from the two Glasgow Dealerships and the other two counties did not have a dealership in their counties to consider.  
LeRoy Kountz of Missing Link Gravel was in to see if the County had a check for him for the gravel he crushed. He also visited about the reclamation for a gravel pit that was recently sold to Fossum Ready Mix and the question arose as to why the County does not charge for permitting gravel pits to the private folks that come in and buy gravel on Valley County's permit.  Discussion followed. 
Mr. Kountz said he wondered how come Jim Carney can haul out of the Adkins Pit on the County's permit and wondered why he, Mr. Kountz cannot do the same.  Mr. Kountz said he is planning on visiting with Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, and also will probably file a complaint in writing as to this problem.  

Mr. Kountz left the office.  

Vickie Bell, Health Department Coordinator,  joined the meeting.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign the Influenza Pandemic Plan, which is a unit of the Valley County Health Department's Emergency Response Plan.   The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.  

Mrs. Bell left the office. 

Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, submitted the Interlocal Agreements for law enforcement with the Towns of Nashua and Fort Peck to the Commissioners for signatures. 
Judith Basin County Commissioner Bill Annala was called to visit with him about Compass Energies, who is the company that built the Wind Farm in that County.  Commissioner Annala said Compass Energies was very good to work with.  He said that the MCA does not require that a county has to give a tax break to this project.  Judith Basin County gave them a tax break.  The cost for the 25 windmills projects in Judith Basin County was in excess of $80 million.  

The Commissioners discussed the bids for the Safety Coordinator's vehicle.  It was agreed that the best deal was the new 2013 Chevy Equinox from High Plains in Wolf Point.  High Plains we will be informed of this decision. 
Gloria Robinson Flatow joined the meeting and lodged a complaint about the cement trucks dumping/washing trucks on the sides of Scottie Pride Drive.  She asked why it was all right for them to do that.  She had been in a week or so ago to talk to Commissioner Reinhardt about this problem.  She said she thinks that the Commissioners are allowing Fossum to do that.  Discussion followed.  
Jenny Reinhardt, Valley County Treasurer, joined the meeting.  She said that disabled veterans do not have to pay taxes on cars and real estate and she wanted the Commissioner to forgive some that were charged and the Commissioners agreed to that recommendation. 

Daryl Toews phoned about his concerns that in the Richland area the County road grader is grading so that all the grass debris is left in the middle of the road.  
Commissioner Reinhardt will contact Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, and inform him of this complaint.  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 3, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office for a while today.  

JULY 5, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office in the morning.

JULY 8, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, member David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Dan Carney, Fire Marshall, visited with the Commissioners about Long Run's budget and suggested the County give them a portion of PILT funds.  

Norm Girard visited with Chairman Pippin about a bill the Museum got from Mattfeldt Electric. He said there was a charge on there for an additional person and he went to Mattfeldt Electric and they removed that charge. 
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute Certificate of Survey No. 326B for N&L Miller Subdivision for the purpose to create one lot minor Subdivision, described as;


West Half of the Northwest Quarter, Section 29, Township 29N, Range 40E, Montana 
Principal Meridian, Valley County, Montana; 

The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and the motion carried. The said Document, No. 151281, was filed in the office of the Clerk and Recorder on July 8, 2013.   
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt directing the Chairman to sign the Request Form to Lift an Agriculture Exemption for Nathan and Leah Miller.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it passed. 

Brian Austin, Valley County Refuse District Supervisor, Dora Jean Beil, Refuse District/Airport Commission Secretary, and Dan Carney, Chairman of the Refuse District, Ryan Schlicting, RDO Equipment Co. and Kevin Sedgwick, Tractor & Equipment Co. joined the meeting. 

Pursuant to the Call for Proposals published in the local newspaper, at 1:30 p.m. Chairman Pippin opened sealed bids for a Diesel Powered Articulated Frame Wheel Loader for the Refuse District.  The bids were opened and accepted as follows:

TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT



Net Purchase Price:
Caterpillar Wheel Loader 950K


$248,247.00

Total Unit Purchase Price (after trade-in of $155,00.00):  

$ 93,247.00




RDO EQUIPMENT BID #1


Net Purchase Price:
John Deere Wheel Loader 644K


$238,00.00

Total  Unit Purchase Price (after trade-in of $135,000):


$103,000.00
Each company included the bid bond of 10% of the bid.  RDO had some options that were not met and Chairman Pippin noted them.

Mr. Schlicting and Mr. Sedgwick left the office.  


Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about some road issues.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 9, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Jayme Branson, Cerium Networks, visited with Chairman Pippin and said they would be changing the Courthouse's phone system over to the new phone system Thursday morning and would like to do some training tomorrow for the employees. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and carried unanimously to approve the minutes for the month of June, 2013.

The Commissioners said there was a Department Heads' meeting tomorrow morning and they could do the training for those supervisors then. 

Mr. Murnion Valley County Attorney, visited with the Commissioners about the request from Harry Ratsky regarding the increase in the Valley County Transit's fares.  He said he would return for the Commissioners' meeting at 10:30, which has this issue on that meeting agenda.

Glen Meier, Valley County Sheriff, visited with the Commissioners for a while.  

Mr. Murnion and Sheriff Meier left the office.

Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, and Harry Ratsky joined the meeting. 

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:35 a.m. 

Chairman Pippin asked for any public comment.
Mr. Ratsky said he had submitted some additional material to support his claim of noncompliance of notification procedures.  The documents are copies of the Legal Notices as published in the Glasgow Courier for February 6, and 13, 2014, which is the time the Transit Board held their meeting to make the decision to increase fares. 
Chairman Pippin said that this issue is agenda item number three and they are waiting for Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, to join the meeting to get his opinion.  Mr. Murnion has been detained and would be joining them very shortly. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Ryan Geer as a temporary, full-time Mower for the Road Department beginning July 6, 2013, at $11.91 per hour.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute a Notice of Employment for Kerry Hentges as a temporary, full-time worker for the Fair, changing her wages to $9.00 per hour effective June 1, 2013.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously.

Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, and his Intern Dylan Jensen joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin said the Valley County Transit fare increase complaint was the next item on the agenda and asked Mr. Murnion for his opinion on this issue.

Mr. Munrion said he looked at all the documentation and there is an email that verifies the Valley County Transit Board's agenda was published on the Community Calendar in the Glasgow Courier, in the Buzz Publication and on the local radio station.  He said he felt that this was enough notification to meet the requirements. The agenda was posted with the fare reconstruction as one of the agenda items.  
Mr. Murnion said he spoke with Tom Stuber from the Department of Transportation and Mr. Stuber also felt the notification procedures were followed by the Valley County Transit, as he documents in his letter sent to Mr. Ratsky.
Mr. Ratsky said that the Legal Notices did not say anything about the agenda and the fare increases, and legally that is the only portion of the paper that he has to read.  Discussion followed. 

Chairman Pippin said that the Commissioners have on the agenda to address this complaint from Mr. Ratsky and asked Mr. Murnion to verify that the Transit Board did hold the meeting to increase their fares correctly.  
Mr. Murnion said in his opinion he felt there was adequate notice given for the February 14, 2013, meeting. 

Mrs. Fay verified that the email from the Glasgow Courier did state that the Community Calendar did list the upcoming meeting with the agenda posted.

Commissioner Peterson said that he was satisfied with the County Attorney's opinion. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to approve the direction from the Valley County Transit Board to increase their rates as recommended and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously. 
Mr. Murnion and Mr. Jensen left the office. 
Mr. Ratsky said they are not running as a transparent government and he left the office. 

The next item on the agenda was to appoint Valley County Board members.
The Commissioners reviewed the list of Board members who’s terms ended June 30, 2013.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Jody Faul and Norm Girard to the Glasgow Mosquito Control District Board for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Ernest Marinko and Doris Tollefson to the Hinsdale Cemetery District Board for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Valeria Schmauch to the Hinsdale Mosquito District Board for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Wayne Johnson to the Hinsdale Television District No. 1 Board for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Ray Yoss to the Nashua Mosquito Control District Board for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Albert Fehler to the Opheim Cemetery District Board for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Halvar Olstead and Paul Zerbe to the Refuse Disposal District No. 1 Board for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Kristie Brabeck and Paul Koski to the Valley County Airport Commission for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Shirley Baumgartner to the Valley County Board of Health for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Sherman Lacock to the Valley County Historical Museum Board for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Ron Garwood to the Valley County Tax Appeal Board for a three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Sherrill Richardson and Melanie Sorenson to the Valley County Transit Board for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Nathan Miller and John Mogan to the Valley County Weed Control District Board for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to reappoint Betty Stone to the Missouri River Control Tourism Board for three-year terms beginning July 1, 2013, and ending, June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously carried.

The next item on the agenda was the Interlocal Agreements for law enforcement services with the Town of Fort Peck and the Town of Nashua.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to sign the Interlocal Agreement between Valley County Sheriff and the Town of Nashua to provide general law enforcement services consisting of patrol, investigation and enforcement, and all auxiliary and technical services contained in this Agreement in effect from July 1, to13 through June 30, 2014, for a fee of $19,284 per year, to be paid in monthly installments of $1,607.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to sign the Interlocal Agreement between Valley County Sheriff and the Town of Fort Peck to provide general law enforcement services consisting of patrol, investigation and enforcement, and all auxiliary and technical services contained in this Agreement in effect from July 1, to13 through June 30, 2014, for a fee of $19,284 per year, to be paid in monthly installments of $1,607.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it carried unanimously. 
The Roger's Bulk Plant's monitoring well was the next item on the agenda to discuss.  
Commissioner Reinhardt said that he spoke with Bob Waller, Engineer, and was told that Mr. Waller is in the process of closing this project out.  The past several tests done through the monitoring well have come up with passing results so it is time to close the project out.
Commissioner Reinhardt said that the project at the A-Frame can't be closed down yet because the Department of Environmental Quality is not satisfied that the project is ready to be closed out.  

Chairman Pippin said that every year at this time the Commissioners decide if they want to continue to donate $500 to the Town of Nashua to assist with the utility costs because they house Nashua's Long Run fire engine.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to continue to pay $500, out of PILT funds, to the Town of Nashua for the utility costs to house Nashua's Long Run fire truck.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it carried unanimously.

Commissioner Reinhardt said the County Road Department is going to bring in about three loads of gravel to go down on the carnival site area and Fossum Ready Mix is going to come in and spread that gravel because the Road crew is very busy right now with their road work and do not have the time to spread the gravel.  Discussion followed.

Mark Gruener, DES District 6 Representative and Rick Seiler, Valley County DES Coordinator, joined the meeting.
Mr. Gruener said that on June 6, 2013, the Commissioners passed Resolution No. 14-2013, County Disaster Resolution - Flooding, declaring a disaster in Valley County.  Now it is determined that the disaster is over.  He said the road emergencies have been repaired and all the work has been completed.   The County needs to terminate that Disaster Declaration.  Discussion followed.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to execute the following Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously: 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-2013
COUNTY DISASTER RESOLUTION -  FLOODING

WHEREAS, the flooding conditions in the Milk River and smaller streams in Valley County that caused the Valley County Commissioners to declare a disaster under the provision of Resolution No. 14-2013 no longer exist, and,

WHEREAS, the County has completed emergency repairs to infrastructure and the disaster conditions resulting from the recent flooding no longer threaten the lives and property of the citizens of Valley County, and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of Valley County that in accordance with the provisions of Title 10-3-403 (2), the disaster conditions specified in Resolution No. 14-2013 no longer exist and the disaster declaration is hereby terminated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be filed with the Clerk and Recorder, and the Montana Disaster and Emergency Services Division in Helena.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Valley County Board of County Commissioners this        

     9th
   day of    July   ,  2013.
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Mr. Gruener said that they had to go through a lot of red tape to get the U.S. Corps of Engineer to give the County the use of a large irrigation pump during the emergency flooding and he would like the Commissioners to send a letter to the Corps of Engineer and the Governor thanking them for their assistance and the use of the pump.  
Mr. Seiler said that the County did not have to use the pump in the end because the water did not rise to that level, but they were thankful to have it in case it was needed.  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Reinhardt said that if the County is in need of irrigation pumps in an emergency situation, he could sure find some for them to use from some farmers.

After some discussion it was agreed that letters will be sent to Governor Bullock and the US Corps of Engineer Office at Fort Peck and the head office in Omaha thanking them for their assistance during the emergency situation. 

Mr. Gruener and Mr. Seiler left the office.

Mrs. Fay left the office.

Commissioner Peterson left the office. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 10, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between the Valley County Health Department and the Shopko Hometown, that in the event of a disaster, either natural or man-caused, that rapidly depletes pharmaceutical and/or medical supplies in Valley County and the surrounding areas.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed. 
The Commissioners left the office from 9:00 to 10:00 to attend the Department Heads' meeting this morning. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute Certificate of Survey No. 327A for Ron Reddig for the purpose to create a one lot minor subdivision, described as;


Southwest Quarter, Section 25, Township 31N, Range 45E, Montana Principal Meridian, 
Valley County, Montana; 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and the motion carried unanimously. The said Document, No. 151296, was filed in the office of the Clerk and Recorder on July 10, 2013.   
Levi McLaurin stopped in and completed an Application for Valley County Burial assistance for James Walter McLaurin II.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to pay $300 towards the burial expenses for James Walter McLaurin II.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.  
Vickie Bell, Health Department Coordinator, joined the meeting and asked for a signature to an update to her Emergency Plan. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt directing the Chairman to sign the Valley County Health Department's Emergency Medical Countermeasure (EMC) which is a part of their Emergency Management Policy.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Bell left the office. 
Kyle Paulson, Compass Energy, Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, and his Intern, Dylan Jensen, joined the meeting.   

Mr. Paulson said that his company is still moving forward with their wind project located south of Opheim for Northwestern Energy.  He said Northwestern Energy has narrowed down their choices to two projects, and Compass Wind's Wind Project, south of Opheim, is one of those two projects to be considered.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Paulson said that Northwestern Energy will not own this project as they have done with some in the past. He said their choice is based on how much the cost is to provide power, so it is bid by the cost of power per mega watt hour, which is different than how it was done in Judith Basin where Compass Wind sold the project to the company. Compass Wind has some developers that have agreed to invest into this project.  He said their bidding with Northwestern Energy is to provide power at the least amount of cost. Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson asked if Mr. Paulson was here today to ask Valley County for a tax abatement for this project. 

Mr. Paulson said he would be submitting the application to the Commissioners and would hope to get an answer from the Commissioners by the end of August.  He said that the law requires that the Commissioners hold a public hearing for the tax abatement request. Mr. Paulson said he would be here for the public hearing to answer any questions that may come up.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin asked if Compass Wind was going to hold some open house meetings to inform the public of their plans and Mr. Paulson said they would hold any meetings that the Commissioners felt were needed. 

Mr. Murnion said that he thought maybe the open houses should be held in both Opheim and Glasgow.

After some discussion it was agreed that the public hearing and an open house should be held in Opheim, because that is where the wind farm is being proposed and would affect those people the most.  

 Mr. Paulson reviewed some of the past history of this project with Mr. Murnion and some of the funding and the legal requirements for a tax abatement. He said they figure there will be about ten to thirteen wind mills at the project site. He said they have spoken with the landowners and have preliminary releases in the site area.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin asked if Mr. Paulson had an estimate of how much money the tax abatement would be.
Mr. Paulson said he has a spreadsheet that will be submitted with the application that indicates that for the first five years the company would get a 50% tax abatement, then 40%, 30%, 20%, down to 10% and in year ten it goes to no abatement and paying 100% taxes. Discussion followed.
The total project cost is just over $40 million and the taxes are figured on the cost of the project.   He said they worked with the Assessor's Office and  the first year estimate would be $400,000 of taxes with 50% abated for the first five years making the total taxes collected at $200,000 and $200,000 abated.     Mr. Paulson said the statutes set the maximum abatement at 1/2 of a percent. The abatement does not apply to the State's portion, only at the County level.  There are some discounts at the federal level however.  Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin asked if the County was supposed to pick up some of those taxes through the impact fee. 

Mr. Paulson said they would negotiate an impact fee as needed for reimbursement of the budget impact to the County for increased emergency services and the impact on roads, and anything else that is impacted from the project.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin said that Valley County has not been involved with tax abatements so this is new territory.  He said the County will need to consider how much this will affect the various entities.  
Chairman Pippin asked if there is room to expand and Mr. Paulson said at this present time there is not any room to put out more electricity on the utility lines.  However, once one project goes in and is verified and tested, most often, more options will come and more projects will follow.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin asked if it would be a deal breaker for them if the County did not approve the tax abatement for them. 
Mr. Paulson said it very well could be, because then they would not be able to afford to deliver the power at their estimated cost.  Discussion followed.
Mr. Murnion asked if the Commissioners can do an abatement for less years, set their own time of abatement.  

Mr. Paulson said he did not think so, but he has never looked deep into the statutes to see.  They have a tax lawyer on their staff that handles that. 

Chairman Pippin said then the only negotiation factor would be through impact fees. Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Peterson said that he has a problem with this request because other people start businesses in the County and they don't get this option nor do they ask.  It seems that a lot of the profit and personal gain comes from the abatement so it really doesn't seem fair to everyone.   

Mr. Paulson said the abatement is asking the counties to become a partner in the project in the hopes that it will benefit their constituents and bring an economic boost to their County.  

Commissioner Peterson asked if they would pay income taxes in Montana when their home company is located in Delaware.  

Mr. Paulson said yes, taxes must be paid here when the project is located here.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Paulson said he had sample Notices that are put in the paper and resolutions that are used and he would get a copy of these samples to the Commissioners because we will want to get the public hearing set as soon as possible.  

The Commissioners agreed to set up a public hearing and Mr. Paulson left the office. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 11, 2013

Fred Letske, Airport Management Consultant, was in Valley County today and tomorrow to visit with the Airport Commission Board members and the Commissioners, giving them some direction regarding the management of the local airport.   

Chairman Pippin toured the South Valley County roads in the morning and was in the office for a short while in the afternoon. 
JULY 12, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in office for a while in the morning.

JULY 15, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, Rick Seiler, Valley County DES Coordinator, and Mike Tenney, Cinnebar Southwest, LLC, who is contracted to do the documentation for BNSF, all joined the meeting.
Chairman Pippin said this public hearing is being held today, Monday, July 15, 2013, at 10:30 a.m. to obtain public comment on a Petition to Abandon a County Road presented June 25, 2013.  The petition contained the signatures of 10 eligible petitioners requesting abandonment of a road described as follows:

All that portion of Valley County Road Petition #1894 (a 60 foot wide Road Right-of-Way); 
located within the South Half of the South Half of Section 22, Township 28 North, Range 40 
East, of the Principal Meridian Montana, Valley County  Montana, lying to the South of the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF).


Sais Road being all of Valley County Road Petition #1894, located upon the land owned by 
Denzil Miller, within said Section 22, excepting therefrom the East 15.00 feet lying adjacent to 
and West of the East line of said Section 22 (60.00 feet North-South by 15.00 feet East-West.)
Chairman Pippin said that the Commissioners received a Petition from Mr. Tenney who is working for BNSF Railway, to close that portion of the road to allow BNSF room to put in some additional side tracks to relieve train congestion in the Nashua area.  The Petition has been documented by Lynne Nyquist, Valley County Clerk and Recorder, to have at least ten legal signatures of freeholders in the Valley County Road District.
Chairman Pippin asked for any comments for, or against, this closure and there was none given. 

Chairman Pippin said that the final decision to close this road is on the agenda for tomorrow and the final decision will be made at that time. 
Commissioner Peterson asked how the public crossing at this location will be handled.

Chairman Pippin said that this crossing will become a private crossing now and Valley County will not have any liability there if the road is abandoned as requested.

The public hearing closed and the guests left the office.
Terry Lee and Duane Knapp, DTM, joined the meeting. 

Mr. Lee passed out some documentation to the Commissioners regarding his plans to convert some of the condominiums in St. Marie into town houses.  He said this documentation shows that they can sell the property there, with the dirt included, so it qualifies as a town house.  Discussion followed.
Mr. Lee asked about his proposal to purchase some Class A shares in the St. Marie Development Corporation of Montana that Valley County owns.  He said that DTM wanted to purchase stocks so they would have some standing to make a case with the bankruptcy Court regarding the way Pat Kelly is handling the assets with the St. Marie Corporation.  He said that he believes the St. Marie Development Corporation has an asset value of over $3 million dollars, which should be sold off to the stock holders.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin questioned what would become of the "common property" that is currently being shared by all those that own a condominium in St. Marie and said that the St. Marie Condominium Association may not agree with this. Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson said that he is not sure he would agree to sell any of Valley County's stocks.

Chairman Pippin told Mr. Lee that the decision to sell those shares are on the agenda and that a decision will be made tomorrow morning by the Commissioners and they would let them know how that goes.
There was a short discussion regarding DTM's request to develop another water association at St. Marie that would provide water services to the condominiums they are currently remodeling.  

Mr. Lee and Mr. Knapp left the office.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 16, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, member Bruce H. Peterson and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Commissioner Reinhardt was in Lewistown today attending meetings regarding the health insurance and MACo Health Care Trust.
Dan Carney, Fire Marshall, joined the meeting to participate in the weekly Lewistown Area Fire Restrictions Conference call.
Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, and Greg Fromdahl joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:35 a.m. 

There was no public comment submitted.
There were no Notices of Employment or Termination submitted for action. 
The next item on the agenda was the appoint of  Valley County Board members.
Chairman Pippin said that they do not have any more members to appoint at this time. There are still a few Boards left that need members so we will continue to work to fill those openings.

The archiving bids were the next item up for discussion.
Chairman Pippin said that there were three bids submitted, DIS Technologies, ArcaSearch Digital Imaging and one local business, Skylark Technologies.  He said that he would recommend they go with the local business, Skylark Technologies who was the lowest bidder at $.25 per document. Discussion followed.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to hire Skylark Technologies to do the archiving for Valley County and Chairman Pippin seconded the motion for discussion.

Commissioner Peterson asked if Lynne Nyquist, Valley County Clerk and Recorder, was aware of this decision and that they are considering going with Skylark Technologies over the others.

Chairman Pippin said that he had spoken with Mrs. Nyquist and she was aware of the costs and that they wanted to try Skylark Technologies.  He said that this company wants to team up with the Black Mountain software so it is readily available to all. 

Chairman Pippin called for the vote and it passed.

Mrs. Fay asked what the County expected to spend on this project and Chairman Pippin said that depended on how much of the documents are recorded because they could come up with documents from many departments, so a decision will have to be made as to how many documents are done.  There is currently a little over $100,000 that has been earmarked for archiving so at this time we will do the documents in the Clerk & Recorder's Vault at an approximate cost of $130,000.  Discussion followed.
The offer from DTM Enterprises, LLC, for some Valley County Stocks in the St. Marie Development Corporation was the next item on the agenda.
Commissioner Peterson said that he would like to study this further and would make the motion to table any decision on this issue at this time, which was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it passed.  
The Notice for Public Hearing on the Wind Farm Project Tax Abatement Application was the next agenda item.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to publish the following Notice in the local paper.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it passed. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

There will be a meeting of the Valley County Commissioners on Tuesday, August 6, 2013, at 7:00 p.m., at the Opheim Public School, Opheim, Montana to consider approval of a resolution designating the Opheim Wind Energy Project as a New or Expanding Industry under M.C.A. 15-24-1401, thereby qualifying for property tax benefits under M.C.A. 15-24-1402.  

Qualifying improvements to be considered include: wind turbine generators, electricity 
collection and transmission equipment, substation and tap facilities, meteorological 
equipment, SCADA equipment, any and all associated improvements, and any and all 
development and construction related costs.   


Legal description of affected property:  Township 35 North, Range 41 East, Portions of 
Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, and 18.

For information contact the Valley County Commissioner’s Office at 228-6219, County Courthouse, 501 Court Square, Glasgow, MT, 59230.

DATED this   
16th
 day of July, 2013.







David L. Pippin, Chairman







Board of County Commissioners

ATTEST:

Lynne Nyquist, Clerk
(Published July 17, and July 31, 2013)
Commissioner Peterson said that there is a small wind farm project being considered about three miles south of Opheim, for ten to fifteen turbines.  The company has requested a tax abatement that would be a 50% tax reduction for five years, and then it goes to 40%, 30% 20% and 10% for the next four years and then they pay the full taxes thereafter.   Discussion followed.
The Petition for a Water Association at St. Marie was the next item on the agenda.
Chairman Pippin said that there was a petition submitted to this office requesting a Water Association be formed at St. Marie. He said that the Commissioners have no authority to allow another water association to be formed within another Water District which there is now at St. Marie.  
Commissioner Peterson said that there can be no action taken so we could just send the petition back to DTM Enterprises and tell them the Commissioners have no authority to take any action on this issue. 

The Whatley Road Closure as requested by BNSF was the next item to discuss. 

Chairman Pippin said this request is to close an old abandoned road where the Whatley Road meets the highway and runs along the highway.  BNSF wants to close this road and gain more area to put in three additional side tracks there.   He said there is still full access to the south by another road and no one loses any access. 
Commissioner Peterson said that there was a public hearing yesterday and there was not anyone present in opposition.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to execute the following Resolution to abandon that County Road, seconded by Chairman Pippin and it passed: 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-2013
RESOLUTION ABANDONING A COUNTY ROAD

WHEREAS, pursuant to Title 7, Chapter 14, Part 26, Montana Code Annotated, the Board of County Commissioners [Board] has authority to abandon a county road upon petition by any ten or a majority of freeholders of a road district; and

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2013, a Petition to Abandon County Road in due form was filed with the Board to abandon an unused county road specifically described as follows:

All that portion of Valley County Road Petition #1894 (a 60 foot wide Road Right-of-Way); 
located within the South Half of the South Half of Section 22, Township 28 North, Range 40 
East, of the Principal Meridian Montana, Valley County Montana, lying to the South of the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF).


Sais Road being all of Valley County Road Petition #1894, located upon the land owned by 
Denzil Miller, within said Section 22, excepting therefrom the East 15.00 feet lying adjacent 
to and West of the East line of said Section 22 (60.00 feet North-South by 15.00 feet East-
West.)

WHEREAS, Valley County and Denzil Miller are the sole owners of property located on either side of this county road; and

WHEREAS, there is another public road nearby that provides substantially the same access to public land or waters or access for public recreational use; and

WHEREAS, a notice of public hearing to obtain public comment on the Petition to Abandon County Road was published in the Glasgow Courier for two consecutive weeks on July 3, 2013, and July 10, 2013; and

WHEREAS, no persons appeared in opposition, at the public hearing held on Monday, July 15, 2013, to object to the Petition to Abandon County Road, and no written objections were received;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Valley County, that the Petition to Abandon County Road was been reviewed and approved on July 16, 2013.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the following unused county road is hereby declared abandoned:


All that portion of Valley County Road Petition #1894 (a 60 foot wide Road Right-of-Way); 
located within the South Half of the South Half of Section 22, Township 28 North, Range 40 
East, of the Principal Meridian Montana, Valley County Montana, lying to the South of the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF).


Sais Road being all of Valley County Road Petition #1894, located upon the land owned by 
Denzil Miller, within said Section 22, excepting therefrom the East 15.00 feet lying adjacent 
to and West of the East line of said Section 22 (60.00 feet North-South by 15.00 feet East-
West.)

DATED this 
16th    day of July, 2013.







BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS







VALLEY COUNTY, MONTANA







David L. Pippin, Chairman

ATTEST:




David Reinhardt, Member

Lynne Nyquist, Clerk



Bruce H. Peterson, Member

The next item for discussion was the Huddleston Petition to close alleys and roads.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to publish the following Notice in the local paper.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of the Board of County Commissioners in the Valley County Courthouse at 501 Court Square, Glasgow, Montana, to obtain public comment on a Petition to Abandon a County Road presented to them on September 12, 2012.  The petition contains the signatures of 10 eligible petitioners requesting abandonment of a road described as follows:

the West half of the alley dividing Lots 7, 8, and 9, from Lot 10, Block 5, a length of 154' of the 
20’ wide; and


the East half of the alley dividing Lots 4, 5, and 6, from Lot 3 Block 6, a length of 154' of the 20’ 
wide; and


the alley dividing Lots 10, 11, and 12 from Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 6; 


all located in Town of Richland, Valley County, Montana.

The Board of County Commissioners shall hear all competent and relevant testimony offered in support of or in opposition to the Petition, and written protest must be filed with the Board by 5 p.m. on July 29, 2013, at their office in the Valley County Courthouse.

DATED this     16th       day of July, 2013.







BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS







VALLEY COUNTY, MONTANA







By:












David L. Pippin, Chairman

ATTEST:

Lynne Nyquist, Clerk


(Published July 17 & 24, 2013)

The Nutrition Program Contract with Fort Peck Tribes was the next item up for discussion.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign the Nutrition Program Contract between Valley County Council on Aging and the caterer, Fort Peck Tribe, to provide 900 meals per year at a cost of $4.75 per meal, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign the contract between Valley County and Home Care Services Inc., for the purpose of providing personal care services to persons sixty years of age and older, with the term of the contract running from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.
Chairman Pippin asked Mr. Fromdahl if he had any questions.  Mr. Fromdal was attending this meeting because he is taking a university government class and attending a local government meeting was one of the requirements to complete the class. 

Mr. Fromdahl asked about the Keystone Pipeline and how it was coming along.  Discussion followed. 
Mrs. Fay and Mr. Fromdahl left the office.
Kristi Brabeck, Valley County Airport Board Chairman, joined the meeting.

Mrs. Brabeck said she has come to the conclusion that she would like Valley County to keep ownership of the fuel farm even though Choice Aviation has requested to build their own and she was in the opinion that the majority of the Airport Board felt the same way.  

Commissioner Peterson said that he felt the same way.  Discussion followed.
Mrs. Brabeck said that the current fuel farm needs to be upgraded because it is in very poor shape and they are worried it may be compromised and needs to be fixed.  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson asked if the Airport Commission wants the Valley County Commissioners to take over this project to upgrade the fuel farm and Mrs. Brabeck said yes.  She said the Commissioners would need to work with Robert Peccia and Associates and FAA on this project.  Some funding sources were discussed and she said that she didn't believe there was grant funds available, Fred Leistiko said there may be emergency discretionary funds available.  Discussion followed. 

Mrs. Brabeck said that the Airport Commission needs to decide on a final layout plan for the Airport.  She said that they need to have someone up there that will promote business and Choice is doing that.  Choice Aviation wants to build themselves a hangar and then put a full time airplane mechanic in there, which would bring in more business to the Airport.  

Chairman Pippin asked how the Airport Board feels about hiring a manager that works for Valley County.  Discussion followed.

Commissioner Peterson asked what advantage it would be for Valley County to allow Choice to build their own hangar.

Mrs. Brabeck said that it would bring more business into the airport and then maybe sell more fuel and other services.  She said Choice also said they would build a fuel farm but that would lose revenue for Valley County.  Choice said they do not want to be in competition with the County to sell fuel because the County could sell fuel for less.
Chairman Pippin said that STAT wants to continue to do business with Valley County and would not lease a space from Choice.  Discussion followed.

Mrs. Brabeck said that she personally understands some of Choice's frustration that Valley County takes too long to make their decisions and Choice is always left hanging, waiting for a decision to be made.  Discussion followed.   She said that there is a past history that continues to cause friction between the Airport Commission and Choice Aviation that she does not understand. 
The group discussed the current status of Silver Airlines and Essential Air Services.  There is a couple of companies that have shown interest in bidding that service when the bids are put out in the next couple of months.

Commissioner Peterson said the Commissioners will move forward on updating the fuel farm.  
Mrs. Brabeck left the office. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to publish the following Notice in the local paper.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously. 
INVITATION TO BID
Separate sealed Bids will be received by Valley County, Montana until 1:30 p.m., local time, Tuesday, August 6, 2013, for construction of Wokal Field / Glasgow International Airport Hangar​.  All received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at the Valley County Commissioners Office, Suite 110, Valley County Courthouse, 501 Court Square, Glasgow, Montana 59230.

The proposed work includes construction of a 120’ x 100’ aircraft hangar.

All Bids must be in accordance with the Contract Documents on file with Valley County (406) 228-6219 and at the office of Robert Peccia & Associates, 825 Custer Avenue, Helena, Montana, and (406) 447-5000.
Copies of the Contract Documents for use in preparing Bids may be obtained from Robert Peccia & Associates at the address stipu​lated above upon receipt of a non-refundable deposit of $75.00 for each set of documents, including 11" x 17" drawings.

No pre-bid conference will be held for this project; however, potential Bidders are encouraged to contact the Engineer (406) 447-5000 (lance@rpa-hln.com) with questions.  

Bids will be received on a price basis as described in the Contract Documents.  Bid security in the amount of 10 percent of the total Bid must accompany each Bid.

Within 10 calendar days after the Notice of Award, the successful Bidder will be required to furnish a Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment Bond guaranteeing faithful performance and the payment of all bills and obligations arising from the performance of the contract.  The bonds will each be equal to 100 percent of the contract amount.

Work at the site is to commence within 10 calendar days after the written Notice to Proceed is issued.  Completion of all work shall be December 31, 2013.  The project includes liquidated damages that will be assessed as set forth in the Special Provisions per calendar day if the work is not complete within the allotted contract time.

Each bidder will be required to be registered with the State of Montana, Department of Labor and Industry prior to bidding this project. 

No Bid may be withdrawn within a period of 60 days after the date for opening bids.

Valley County reserves the right to reject all Bids, to waive informalities, and to reject nonconforming, irregular, non-responsive or conditional Bids.
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(Published July 17, 24 & 31, 2013)

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 17, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
The Board received a Memo from Jenny Reinhardt, Valley County Treasurer, stating she will be out of the State of Montana from July 23, 2013, through July 26, 2013.
Commissioner Peterson left the office.
Norm Sillerud dropped off an invoice for the Sheriff's new vehicle.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to pay Hi-Line Ford, Inc. $35,650.00 out of Local Option Tax for a 2013 Ford Expedition for the Sheriff's Department.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 18. 2013
Chairman Pippin was in the office in the morning.
Commissioner Peterson stopped in and informed the Board that he will be out of the State of Montana effective Friday, July 19th through Sunday, July 21st, 2013.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to pay Communication Resource, LLC, $37,012.00 for the wiring project to upgrade the Valley County Courthouse telephone system.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.
Commissioner Peterson and Chairman Pippin left the office.

Elinor M. Lindsay, St. Marie, dropped off a letter to the Commissioners questioning some actions that DTM, LLC, is doing with some St. Marie condominiums.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

ATTEST:
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 19, 2013

Chairman Pippin was in the office in the morning and participated in the Action for Eastern Montana Governing Board meeting via telephone conference.

The Valley County Commissioners received  a letter in the mail from Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock stating that "effective July 31, 2013, I resign my position as Valley County Justice of the Peace.  Please contact my lawyer, Peter Helland if you have any questions or need additional information."
JULY 22, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Valuations Northwest, Inc. will be in the County for the next few days evaluating all Valley County buildings for MACo's Insurance, verifying the value for insurance coverage. 

Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about some current road issues. 
Due to an error in the legal description on the Notice that was published in the paper last week, the following action was taken to publish the correct Notice to close the alleys in Richland.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to publish the following Notice in the local paper.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Tuesday, August 6, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of the Board of County Commissioners in the Valley County Courthouse at 501 Court Square, Glasgow, Montana, to obtain public comment on a Petition to Abandon a County Road presented to them on September 12, 2012.  The petition contains the signatures of 10 eligible petitioners requesting abandonment of a road described as follows:

The West half of the alley dividing Lots 7, 8, and 9, from Lot 10, Block 6, a length of 154' of the 
20’ wide; and


the East half of the alley dividing Lots 4, 5, and 6, from Lot 3 Block 9, a length of 154' of the 20’ 
wide; and


the alley dividing Lots 1, 2, and 3 from Lots 10, 11 and 12, Block 9; 


all located in the Town of Richland, Valley County, Montana.

The Board of County Commissioners shall hear all competent and relevant testimony offered in support of or in opposition to the Petition, and written protest must be filed with the Board by 5 p.m. on August 5, 2013, at their office in the Valley County Courthouse.

DATED this     23rd       day of July, 2013.
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David L. Pippin, Chairman
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(Published July 24, & 31, 2013)

Chairman Pippin asked the Commissioners about selling some obsolete computer equipment to Wes Murphy.  Discussion followed.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to sell two obsolete hard drives and a box of old miscellaneous power supply cords at a price of $20.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.
Chairman Pippin visited with the Commissioners about setting up every telephone in the Courthouse with an emergency button that goes directly to Dispatch when an emergency situation arises.  After some discussion it was agreed to add that service to phones.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 23, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Jenny Reinhardt, Valley County Treasurer, granted the following Tax Deeds on St. Marie Condominium Units to Valley County following through the tax lien process;  Unit 21-7A, Unit 326-C, Unit 366-A, Unit 366-B, Unit 370-D and Unit 390-C.  A sale will be scheduled for Tuesday, August 13, 2013.
Colleen Pankratz, Valley County Transit Supervisor, requested that Bob Steele, Maintenance Supervisor, come over to the Transit Building to do some maintenance projects that need to be done.

Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, joined the meeting and discussed the resignation of Judge Hartsock with the Commissioners. He said he would make some calls and look further into this issue and find out what options the Commissioners have.   He told the Commissioners that they can inform the news media that they have received the letter and what is in the contents of that resignation letter only.
Mr. Murnion left the office.

Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, and Stan Ozark, KLTZ/Mix 93, joined the meeting.
Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:30 a.m. 

Chairman Pippin said that he has one addition to the Agenda and that would be the resignation letter the Commissioners received from Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock and that it will be discussed at the end of the agenda. 

Chairman Pippin asked for any public comment and there was none given.
There were no Notices of Employment or Terminations submitted for action. 
The next item on the agenda to discuss was the offer from DTM Enterprises, LLC, to purchase some of Valley County's stocks in St. Marie Development Corporation. 
Chairman Pippin said that in the early 1990s this Corporation went through bankruptcy and Valley County was given these stocks to compensate the County for unpaid taxes. Valley County owns 145,386 Class A stocks, and DTM has made an offer to purchase 961 shares for the face value of $1 per share, a total of $961.  
Commissioner Peterson asked if the County needs to advertise those stocks for sale before we sell any.  
Chairman Pippin said that he didn't think it amounted to enough money that they would have to advertise it. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that we have a lot more of these stocks if there was ever any more interest to buy them.  

Chairman Pippin said that DTM Enterprises, wants to own some Class A stocks so they have the standing to go to the Trustee of the Bankruptcy Court, and request that the Court reopen the bankruptcy file because things have changed and there is new evidence with the assets involved.  As a stockholder, they would have the right to ask.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to sell 961 shares of Class A, St. Marie Development Corporation stocks, to DTM Enterprises, LLC, for $961.00.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and he asked for any discussion.

Commissioner Peterson said that he was uncomfortable with selling these stocks. 

Chairman Pippin called for a vote and the motion passed with two ayes, and Commissioner Peterson voting nay.  

The next item up for consideration was the Memorandums of Understanding with Montana Wool Growers Association and the Montana Stockgrowers Association.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt directing the Chairman to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between the Montana Wool Growers Association, Predator Control Fund for the protection of sheep from destructive animals, allocating $750 from the Sheep License Fees collected.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt directing the Chairman to sign the Memorandum of Understanding between the Montana Stockgrowers Association, Predator Control Fund for the protection of cattle from destructive animals, allocating $28,976, from the cattle fees that are collected.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that these funds are collected by the County through taxes and then forwarded to these entities every year. 
The next item to discuss is the County Treasurer's Report for the Month Ending June 30, 2013.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and passed unanimously to sign the Valley County Treasurer's Report for the month ending June 31, 2013. 
The Right of Way Application for NorVal was the next item to discuss.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt authorizing the Chairman to execute an Application and Permit to Use Right-of-Way No. 603 between Valley County and Nemont Telephone Cooperative, for the construction of an underground utility line located on Pliley Road, in the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 10, and the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 11,  Township 28 North, Range 40 East.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it unanimously passed.

The Refuse Road repairs was the next item on the agenda.
Chairman Pippin said that the Refuse District is asking if the County will help them repair some bad areas on the Refuse Road.  

Commissioner Reinhardt said they need about $8,000 to make the needed repairs.  Discussion followed.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to provide up to $8,000, to be paid out of PILT funds, to repair Refuse Road, as requested by the Refuse District.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously.

The Notice of Tax Deed Sale for August 13, 2013, was the next item on the agenda.
Chairman Pippin said that the County has three St. Marie Condominium units left that the County has taken for taxes and now we need to advertise for the sale and the Commissioners were all in agreement to post the Notice. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to execute the following Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Peterson and passed unanimously: 

RESOLUTION NO. 21-2013
RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COUNTY TREASURER

TO ISSUE TAX DEEDS AND DIRECTING COUNTY

CLERK TO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION


WHEREAS, pursuant to § 15-18-211, MCA, the County Treasurer may not issue tax deeds to 
the county (if the purchaser is the county and no assignment has been made) unless the Board of 
County Commissioners, by resolution, directs her to issue a tax deed; and


WHEREAS, the County Commissioners direct the County Treasurer to issue a tax deed on 
property, where the county is the purchaser and no assignment has been made, and on which the 
taxes have not been paid prior to issuance of the tax deed;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:


1.
That the County Treasurer shall issue tax deeds to the county for that property 



where the county is the purchaser and no assignment has been made, as 




specifically described in attached Exhibit A, and on which property the taxes are 



not paid before issuance of tax deed.



2.
Prior to the issuance of tax deeds, the County Clerk shall comply with the notice 


r
equirements of § 15-18-212, MCA.


DATED this 
23rd    day of  July, 2013.







BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS







VALLEY COUNTY, MONTANA







David L. Pippin, Chairman







Bruce H. Peterson, Member







David Reinhardt, Member

ATTEST:

Lynne Nyquist, Clerk
EXHIBIT A

Legal Description for Resolution No. 21-2013


1.
Unit 366-A, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 

33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common 


elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. 


Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of 


MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.


2.
Unit 366-B, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 

33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common 


elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. 


Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of 


MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.


3.
Unit 370-D, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 

33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common 


elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. 


Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of 


MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
The Valley County Clerk and Recorder posted the following Notice in the local paper;

NOTICE OF SALE OF TAX DEED LANDS


ACQUIRED BY VALLEY COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, the 13th day of August, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in the lobby of the Valley County Courthouse at Glasgow, Valley County, Montana, the undersigned County of Valley, State of Montana, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder in accordance with Section 7-8-2304, MCA, and for a price which shall not be less than the fair market value thereof which has heretofore been determined and fixed by the Board of County Commissioners of Valley County, Montana, and which is hereinafter stated, the following described real estate situated in Valley County, Montana, and which the said County of Valley has heretofore acquired by tax deed, to-wit:

	TAX DEED LIST
	Sale Date:  August 13, 2013

	PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
	TAX PAYER ID / GEO CODE
	SALE PRICE

	1.
	Unit 366-A, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
	1006681000    /  4361-32-1-15-02-A366
	$11,900.00

	2.
	Unit 366-B, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
	1006682000    /  4361-32-1-15-02-B366
	$15,100.00

	3.
	Unit 370-D, Capehart Housing, of the St. Marie Condominium located in Sections 32 and 33, Township 31 North, Range 40 East, MPM, together with the appurtenant common elements as said common elements are defined and established by  the Declaration of St. Marie Condominium recorded September 20, 1988 at 3:30 p.m., recorded in Book 69 of MRE on pages 551-623 and any and all amendments filed thereto.
	1006695000    /  4361-32-1-09-08-D370
	$15,100.00


The terms of the sale are as follows: cash, lawful money of the United States to be paid at the date of sale.

A quit claim deed will be issued to the purchaser.  Valley County makes no warranty regarding title of the property herein described.  Valley County does not guarantee access to the properties. 

There is hereby reserved by Valley County all oil, gas, hydrocarbons and other minerals now owned by Valley County in and under or which may be recovered and saved from the above-described lands, together with right of ingress and egress thereon for the purpose of exploration and production thereof.

The right to reject any and all bids is hereby expressly reserved.
DATED this    23rd  day of   July  ,  2013, by order of the Board of County Commissioners.






Lynne Nyquist, Clerk of the







Board of County Commissioners







Valley County, Montana


(Publish July 31, and August 7,  2013)
Chairman Pippin said that we are now down to the added agenda item which has to do with the resignation of Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock.
Chairman Pippin said that the County has received a resignation letter from Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock stating she was resigning effective July 31, 2013, and he read the letter to the group.   

Chairman Pippin said that they will not be taking any action on this letter at this time.  Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, is finding out the legal actions that need to be taken.  The Commissioners want to make sure they follow all the legal measures.   He said the Commissioners will keep the media posted as they continue with this issue.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin said that there is going to be an Essential Air Service meeting held in Billings on Thursday and the Airport Commission and some of the Commissioners will be sitting in on the meeting via telephone conference.  He said they have heard there are three companies that will be presenting their service quotes for the air services in Montana.  
Commissioner Peterson asked if the County needs to be doing something to use the Community Transportation Enhancement Program (CTEP) money that Valley County can get.

Commissioner Reinhardt said that they need to decide what projects to do and then hire an engineer to design the projects and apply for the funds. 
Commissioner Peterson said that he is scheduled to meet with the Teamsters Union representative on August 5, 2013, to begin negotiations.  
Mrs. Fay and Mr. Ozark left the office.
Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, joined the meeting to discuss the resignation of Judge Hartsock.

Mr. Murnion said that he has visited with some individuals regarding this issue, who has gone through this type of action.  He said by statute the Commissioners are authorized to bring someone in for replacement.  Procedurally the Commissioners would appoint an acting Judge, and then they can take longer to appoint a successor and advertise for that position.  The individual chosen for replacement will then attend a training school that starts in September.  He said there is a waiver that is required which has to be signed by the new appointed Judge stating they cannot act until the training is completed.  Discussion followed. 

Mr. Murnion said that the Commissioners should agenda the acceptance of Judge Hartsock's resignation, effective July 31, 2013, just as a formality.  He said he was a little concerned that there is no date on the letter of resignation.  
Mr. Murnion said that all the accepted Substitute Judges that were appointed by Judge Hartsock will expire when her resignation date is met.  He said the Commissioners should agenda the acceptance of this resignation and consider appointing a substitute Judge at that time too.  He said it is important to have an acting Judge available in case they need one to sign a search warrant or something so it does not hamper the duties of law enforcement.  
Mr. Murnion said the statutes state the if the County does not have a Justice of the Peace, the Commissioners appoint another Justice of the Peace or a City Judge as substitute.  

He suggested the Commissioners consider appointing Chinook's Justice of the Peace Perry Miller whom he has worked with.  Mr. Murnion said he is very impressed with his work.  Currently, the Justice of the Peace's Clerk has been appointed Substitute Judge, but according to the statutes, she cannot preside over a trial but may do all other activities in that office.  Some different options were discussed.  

Mr. Murnion said that if Judge Miller is available, then that would give the Commissioners more time to find a good replacement.  He said that a person is appointed with the realization that they will attend the Judge's School that will be held in September.  
The group discussed what should be given to the news media and Mr. Murnion said that they should tell them exactly what was said in the letter of resignation, that Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock has given her letter of resignation, resigning as of July 31, 2013.
Mr. Murnion suggested that the Commissioners considering auditing the Justice of the Peace's books, not because there is any suspicion of any wrong doing, but allow the new process to start on a clean slate. Discussion followed.

Advertising for the position was discussed and it was agreed to contact the local Job Service and ask them to assist with that posting.  Mr. Murnion said that if another Justice of the Peace is appointed as a Substitute Judge, that will give the Commissioners more time to advertise and find a replacement.  
Mr. Murnion left the office.  
An Agenda was posted and sent to the news media outlets showing that tomorrow the Commissioners will consider the resignation of Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock.  

Commissioner Peterson left the office for the day. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to give $1,000 towards the burial expenses of Mike Halverson.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.  A check for this amount will be sent to Bells Mortuary.  

Grant Zerbe stopped in and asked if there could be some grader work done on the Granada Road.  The Commissioners told him they would inform Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, of his request and Mr. Zerbe left the office.
Linda Koski visited with the Commissioners about an incident she had on the Transit Bus and asked if they would check further into the incident because she did not believe the driver that caused the accident should still be driving for the Transit.  She said that there was some damage done to her wheelchair when she tipped over in the bus that she needed repaired also.  
Mrs. Koski discussed the EMT service in Glasgow and some issues that are going on with that program.
The Commissioners told Mrs. Koski they would contact the County's insurance company and visit with Colleen Pankratz, Valley County Transit Supervisor, about the driver she complained about and Mrs. Koski left the office.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

JULY 24, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Chairman Pippin attended the FEMA meetings this morning for an hour regarding the flooding damages done in Valley County. 
Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:30 a.m. 
There was no public comment submitted.

Chairman Pippin said that the first item up for consideration on the agenda is the resignation of the Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock. 

Chairman Pippin said that the County Commissioners received a letter on July 19, 2013, from Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock stating that she would be resigning effective July 31, 2013.  He said he would entertain a motion to accept this resignation.

A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to accept the resignation of Justice of the Peace Linda Hartsock, effective 12:00 midnight on July 31, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously. 
Chairman Pippin asked if the Commissioners should also make a motion to appoint an interim acting Judge at this time.  
Mr. Murnion said that he spoke with Chinook Justice of the Peace, Perry Miller, and he was willing to do the things Valley County needed during this time.  He is already doing some stuff for Chris Gammas, who has been appointed Substitute Judge for now.  

Mr. Murnion said he is a bit concerned that Judge Miller is not on the list that Judge Hartsock designates as qualified Substitute Judges, so he asked Mrs. Gammas to ask Judge Hartsock to write a document stating Judge Miller should be added to her list of Substitute Judges.  However, once Judge Hartsock is no longer the Judge, the Commissioners are to appoint someone so there is an eligible replacement to take over the Justice of the Peace's responsibilities.  

Mr. Murnion said the law states that if the Justice of Peace is not able to call in a Substitute Judge, which she won't because she is no longer the Judge after July 31st, than the County Commissioners shall call in another Justice of the Peace, a City Judge or another person who qualifies.  He said they are using the City Judge now when they need a warrant signed.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Murnion said that he would recommend the Commissioners appoint an Acting Justice of the Peace until the Commissioners can go through the process to hire a replacement.  He said there is a form that has to be completed, documenting who is appointed and the duration of this appointment, then the form is to be mailed back to the Department of Justice.  Discussion followed.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to appoint Justice of the Peace Perry Miller as the Acting Justice of the Peace for Valley County for the duration beginning at 12:01 a.m. Thursday, August 1, 2013, and expiring September 30, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt and it passed unanimously. 
Mr. Murnion said that once the Commissioners have advertised and hired a replacement Justice of the Peace, that individual will have to sign a waiver that states they will attend the Justice of the Peace school which will be held in September.  
Mr. Murnion left the office.
Peggy Cornwell visited with the Commissioners about an issue with her retiree's health insurance now that MACo has changed their policy.  

Commissioner Reinhardt said he would contact the MACo insurance representative, Pam Walling, and get some clarification for Mrs. Cornwell.

Mrs. Cornwell left the office.

Glasgow Mayor Dan Carney visited with the Commissioners about a contaminated lot that the City is cleaning up through the Brownfield program.

Commissioner Peterson left the office for the day.
Commissioner Reinhardt left the office for the day.

Chairman Pippin visited with Colleen Pankratz, Valley County Transit Supervisor, about the visit the Commissioners had with Linda Koski regarding her issues with the Valley County Transit.

Nick Murnion, Valley County Attorney, dropped off the Supreme Court of Montana Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Form, which is the notification document appointing Judge Perry W. Miller as Acting Justice of the Peace for the duration of August 1, 2013, through September 30, 2013.  This form will be signed by each Commissioner and mailed to the Judicial Education Coordinator at the Court Administrator's Office in Helena. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 25, 2013
Chairman Pippin participated in the conference call with the Essential Air Service Task Force meeting sponsored by FAA this morning. 
JULY 29, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Chairman Pippin informed the Commissioners that Don Renner and Marty Thieven phoned him and both said they did not want the alleys closed in Richland.  
Timothy Boardman, called and said that he was opposed to the closing of the alleys in Richland because there are a variety of utilities located in that alley and he also felt that for safety reasons, those alleys needed to be there in case of a fire. 

Wayne Waarvik, Jr., Valley County Road Supervisor, visited with the Commissioners about some current road issues.

Commissioner Reinhardt joined the meeting.
A motion was made by Commissioner Reinhardt to sign the Interlocal Agreement between Valley County Sheriff and the Town of Opheim to provide general law enforcement services from July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014, for a fee of 14,388 per year, or $1,199 per month.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Peterson and it passed unanimously.
Rick Seiler, Valley County DES Coordinator, and Paul Tweten, Valley County Road Administrator, and Lynne Nyquist, Valley County Clerk and Recorder, joined the meeting.
Barry Chalmers, Skylark Technologies, visited with the Commissioners about his project to archive Valley County's Documents.

Chairman Pippin said he set up this meeting to discuss the bid and the process Mr. Chalmers will be using. He said there are some additional documents, Road Petitions, that he wanted to show Mr. Chalmers that are a bit more complicated to scan and integrate because they are hand written documents, not typed.  Discussion followed.
Mr. Chalmers said that he would like them all to mutually agree he will do any additional documents at the same cost that he bid of $.25 per document.  He submitted an estimated timeline of his plans.  He said their goal is to be done in six months, they estimate they can scan approximately six of the large ledger books per day.  Discussion followed.
Chairman Pippin said that he had some Road Petition documents that will take some additional work and thought they may start the scanning process on those documents.  He said because these documents are not typed, but are mostly handwritten documents, it will require Mr. Chalmers to type in more information to make them a searchable document in Black Mountain. 

Mr. Chalmers said he would take a look at the documents but he did not feel that they would cause any problems for him.  He said once it is scanned, he will have to type in the necessary searchable information, but he didn't think it would take that much more time.  Discussion followed.
Commissioner Peterson said he understood that Mr. Chalmers has scanned these types of documents for the City of Glasgow and Town of Saco and asked if any of those scanned documents were put onto Black Mountain.

Mr. Chalmers said that none of those documents were integrated with Black Mountain, but he has developed a program that will integrate his scanned material with Black Mountain.  He said he has been working with Black Mountain and has already scanned a variety of documents to integrate with Black Mountain for testing.  He said he did not see any problems with that process.  

Commissioner Peterson asked if Mr. Chalmers is going to work on this project in addition to others at the same time and asked if he is hiring additional employees to complete the work.

Mr. Chalmers said he will be employing three to four employees to do this project and he will only be working on this project until it is completed in approximately six months.  He said he would like to start setting up next week and the equipment should be here around the 12th of August and he wanted to be set up and ready to go at that time. Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin explained where Mr. Chalmers would be located in the basement where he will do the archiving work. 
Chairman Pippin said that they are in the process of drafting a contract for Mr. Chalmers to sign.  There will be a payment schedule included in the document.  It was noted that the first payment, a deposit of $28,985, was to be paid immediately upon starting the project. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Nyquist asked Mr. Chalmers if he had been working with Black Mountain and asked how it will be accessible to the public.  
Mr. Chalmers explained the process and said he has been working with Black Mountain, and they feel confident that this will work fine with that program.  

Mrs. Nyquist asked if there would be any additional charge for the documenting with Black Mountain.  

Mr. Chalmers said he has been working with Chad from Black Mountain and he did not believe there would be any additional charge because the County already uses Black Mountain's document indexing program.  Discussion followed.

Chairman Pippin said that just scanning and documenting the road petitions will be worth a lot towards preserving these important documents and other old documents. 
Mrs. Nyquist voiced her concern that the documents will not be accessible for people to search when they take them to the basement to be scanned.
Mr. Chalmers said they plan to bring down one or two books at a time to scan and hope that this will not interrupt the search process in the vault.  Discussion followed.
It was verified that Mr. Chalmers will be working regular office hours and would not need any additional keys to have access to the Courthouse afterhours. 

The group left the office. 

Terry Lee and Duane Knapp, DTM Enterprises, joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin said that this request needed to go to the Airport Commission.  

Mr. Knapp asked about some asphalt screenings that are owned by the County because they need to do some repairs on the St. Marie Streets and they would like to buy some from the County.

Chairman Pippin said that Valley County has plans to use those screenings to repair some of their roads, but if there were surplus he would let Mr. Knapp know.   

Mr. Lee asked the Commissioners to figure out how many St. Marie stocks that Valley County still owns and how much they would sell those stocks for.  He said that they want to get controlling shares of those stocks.  He said that they are still trying to get a definite determination as to who owns the "dirt" under and around those condominiums at St. Marie.  Discussion followed.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 30, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, member Bruce H. Peterson and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 
Rick Seiler, Valley County DES Coordinator, visited with Chairman Pippin about a variety of issues.

Dave Kloker, Ft. Peck, stopped in and visited with the Commissioners about the position of Justice of the Peace and the process the Commissioners are looking at to fill that vacancy that will be coming up. 

Stan Ozark, KLTZ/Mix 93, and Samar Fay, Glasgow Courier, joined the meeting.

Chairman Pippin began Discussion and Decision at 10:30 a.m. 

Chairman Pippin asked for any additions and/or deletions to the Agenda and there was none given.
There was no public comment submitted.
The first thing on the agenda for action was the TransCanada Keystone Pipeline Temporary Access Road Agreement.

Chairman Pippin said this agreement would give TransCanada temporary use of a Valley County Road  northwest of Nashua, near the Old Smokey gravel pit during the construction of a pipeline.
A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson to sign the TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, LP Temporary Access Road Agreement for the sum of $500 to use a tract of land for the movement of equipment, vehicles, supplies and any other purposes across the land described as a 30 foot wide by 841 foot long tract of land in Section 35, Township 28 North, Range 41 East. The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.

The Maintenance Agreement with Gaffaney's Office Supply was the next item on the agenda.
Chairman Pippin said that Valley County has received the Maintenance Agreement for the Sharp copier for the next fiscal year at a cost that is the same as last year, $953.00 for 90,000 copies.  Chairman Pippin said that this copier may be reaching the end of its useful life, and perhaps they should consider replacing instead of putting this money into the maintenance agreement.  Discussion followed.

It was agreed that there will not be any action taken on this issue until more information is gathered on the cost of a new copier.

The next item on the agenda was the Right-of-Way Application from WBI.

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson authorizing the Chairman to execute an Application and Permit to Use Right-of-Way No. 604, between Valley County and Williston Energy Midstream, for the construction of an underground gas line located in the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 24, Township 31 North, Range 34 East.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it passed.

The DES Grant Award Modification was the next item on the agenda to discuss.
Chairman Pippin said that this modification documents is to extend the DES grant's fiscal year to end October 31st, to coincide with the Federal fiscal year.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Peterson directing the Chairman to sign the Montana Department of Military Affairs Disaster and Emergency Services Grants Award Modification changing the grant period from 7/1/2012, thru 6/31/2013, changing the grant period to 7/1/2012, thru 9/30/2013, and increasing the total amount from $19,494, increasing it by $5,000 to a total award of $24,494, Grant No. EMW-2012-EP-00057-S01.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and the motion carried.

The Whatley Bridge repairs was the last item on the agenda.
Chairman Pippin said that FEMA has estimated it will cost $664,000 for the bridge extension to fix the Whatley Bridge.  Available funds through FEMA would be $447,652, with the balance being the responsibility of Valley County.  Chairman Pippin said he would like to suggest they go ahead and put this project out for bids and see what the actual cost would be, because the Canal Road Bridge bids came in quite a bit lower than what FEMA had estimated the cost to be.  After the bids come in, then the Commissioners can make a final decision.  Discussion followed.
Commissioner Peterson made a motion to move forward with the bidding process on the Whatley Bridge project and have Great West begin the work.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Pippin and it carried.

Commissioner Peterson asked Mrs. Fay and Mr. Ozark if they would put in the news that the Commissioners will be looking for someone to fill the Justice of the Peace Vacancy and inform the public that the Commissioners will be accepting letters of interest and resumes from anyone interested.  
Mr. Ozark and Mrs. Fay left the office.

Kyle Paulson, Compass Energies, visited with the Commissioners about the public meeting that was held in Opheim last night and the one being held this evening in Glasgow. 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

ATTEST:
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   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman
JULY 31, 2013

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Commissioners with Chairman David L. Pippin, members Bruce H. Peterson and David Reinhardt and Recording Secretary Joanne Strommen present. 

Chairman Pippin and Commissioner Peterson attended the public meeting last evening introducing and describing the proposed Opheim Wind Energy Project, hosted by Compass Energies.  There was approximately 25 people in attendance.
Chairman Pippin said he had picked up some office furniture for the Courthouse that the hospital no longer needed.  Whatever is left over will go to the Library. 

Chairman Pippin left the office.

Commissioner Peterson attended the Valley County Transportation Committee Meeting this morning.
Commissioner Reinhardt joined the meeting.

David Wilkowski, DK Construction & Design, visited with Commissioner Reinhardt about some possible CTEP projects that Valley County is considering.
Commissioner Reinhardt left the office.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

ATTEST:




            ATTEST:






   Lynne Nyquist, Clerk




  David L. Pippin, Chairman

Claim Fund claims for the month of July were approved as follows;
                   Vendor                               Claim #        Amount

 -----------------------------------------------------  -------     ----------

   2820 ADAPCO, INC                                      59865         3,050.00

   4196 ADVANCED CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS                      59934            69.15

   4611 ANIMAL ALLEY PRODUCTIONS                         59862           600.00

                                                         59866         2,650.00

    558 ARCH'S TIRE & SERVICE                            59935           498.50

   4613 B & B PUMPING                                    59867           450.00

     18 BELL MORTUARY INC                                59847           300.00

                                                         59947         1,000.00

   1766 BEN'S RADIATOR REPAIR                            59868           192.00

   4406 BIG SKY FIRE EQUIPMENT/MEDICAL                   59950           260.00

    504 BOB BARKER CO INC                                59936           330.29

    331 BROOKMAN RODEO COMPANY                           59869        18,400.00

   4427 BS CENTRAL INC                                   59870           390.00

   2690 CENTRAL SERVICES DIVISION                        59937         1,175.88

   3360 CENTURY LINK                                     59871         1,148.58

                   Vendor                               Claim #        Amount

 -----------------------------------------------------  -------     ----------

   4563 CERIUM NETWORKS                                  59872        17,140.60

   4403 CHOICE AVIATION LLC                              59876         2,625.00

   4241 CHRIS MABREY                                     59873         3,000.00

    677 CITY OF GLASGOW                                  59949         3,171.61

   1095 COCA-COLA BOTTLING CO                            59877             7.00

   4621 CODE 3 PUBLIC SAFETY GEAR                        59938         5,368.00

   4615 COMMUNICATION RESOURCES LLC                      59875        37,012.00

   4614 COMMUNICATIONS & CONSULTING                      59874           750.00

    225 D & G SPORTS & WESTERN                           59878           250.00

     40 DAN OLSON DBA                                    59939            90.59

   4242 DENNIS HALSTEAD                                  59879         2,000.00

   3110 DIGITAL-ALLY, INC                                59940           415.00

    260 EASTERN MONTANA MENTAL HEALTH CENTER             59848        14,774.40

   2729 EMC INSURANCE                                    59849            25.00

    226 FEWER PUMPING SERVICE                            59880           125.00

   3076 FLICKS                                           59881            12.22

     54 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                         59850         5,547.50

                                                         59941           897.44

   4622 FRED LEISTIKO                                    59944           701.11

   4455 FREEMAN AND GAFFNEY ASSOCIATES                   59892         2,475.00

    311 GAFFANEYS TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE INC                59883         1,388.39

     66 GLASGOW AUTO SAFETY CENTER                       59884            61.00

     71 GLASGOW COURIER INC                              59885           497.00

   2708 GRANITE DOOR COMPANY                             59945           150.00

    121 HAVRE LAUNDRY                                    59886           637.08

    392 HI LINE FORD INC                                 59863        35,650.00

    198 HIGH PLAINS MOTORS INC                           59864        26,865.00

   1527 HINSDALE  WATER & SEWER DISTRICT INC             59887            16.38

   3576 J & M DISTRIBUTING                               59888           202.05

   4243 JASON DESHAW                                     59889         3,000.00

    693 JEANETTE RISA                                    59890            10.00

   4540 JODY CARPER                                      59891         2,500.00

   4616 KENN SERRANO                                     59893         2,850.00

    322 KNAFF BROTHERS MARK & STEVE                      59894         1,297.00

   3029 LANE & ASSOCIATES                                59851            69.30

   3133 MAPPING & PLANNING SPECIALISTS, INC              59895         2,765.75

    101 MARKLE'S INC                                     59896         1,797.83

   4617 MILK RIVER MOTORSPORTS                           59897         2,399.45

   3042 MOGAN'S SPRINKLERS                               59898            75.00

    540 MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES/MACO             59852       223,035.00

                                                         59899         8,191.00

    113 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES                         59855         1,703.37

     43 MONTANA DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY            59853         8,503.28

   4612 MONTANA SMALL SCHOOLS ALLIANCE                   59854            75.00

   1128 MONTANA WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION                 59900           425.00

   2624 MSU EXTENSION PUBLICATIONS                       59901            89.85

    239 MSU EXTENSION SERVICE                            59902         4,297.90

    183 NEMONT TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC                59856         4,379.26

    165 NEWTON MOTORS INC                                59903            17.61

    600 NORTHEAST MONTANA FAIR                           59904        16,000.00

    661 NORTHEAST MONTANA FAIR                           59905        38,000.00

    115 NORTHWESTERN ENERGY                              59857         1,054.96

                                                         59906         8,995.44

    120 NORVAL ELECTRIC CO-OP INC                        59858         1,716.54

   3287 OLSON LAND SURVEYING                             59946           350.00

    129 PETTY CASH                                       59948           343.75

   4602 POSWORLD                                         59907           270.00

    332 PRCA RODEO SECRETARY                             59908        12,000.00

   2633 PRIMUS                                           59942           664.12

   3803 REDS FIXIT SHOP LLC                              59909           452.00

     76 REYNOLDS                                         59910           416.63

   1379 ROCKY MOUNTAIN INFORMATION NETWORK               59911            25.00

   4618 SALT LAKE WHOLESALE SPORTS                       59912         3,493.00

    326 SATELLITE ENGINEERING GROUP, INC                 59913           232.56

   3658 SCOTT ROPER                                      59882         5,000.00

    147 SCOTT'S TRACK 'N' WHEEL                          59914            29.00

    321 SMILEY JOHNSON                                   59915           229.99

   2490 SPENCER FLUID POWER                              59943           112.30

   2744 STATE OF MONTANA DEPT OF REVENUE                 59916           237.08

   4619 TAMMIE RYAN                                      59917         2,685.00

   4571 TCA INC                                          59918        23,471.12

    788 TERRY LIGHTHIZER                                 59859           175.18

   3826 TILLEMAN MOTOR CO                                59919           274.14

     41 TIRE-RAMA SERVICE CENTER                         59920           736.00

   1074 TOWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY                       59860           345.83

    170 TOWN & RANCH SERVICENTER                         59921         1,091.40

    700 TOWN OF NASHUA                                   59922           500.00

    171 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO                           59925           239.75

    172 TRI STATE TRUCK-EQUIP INC                        59923            59.56

   4620 TRITECH                                          59924         6,152.50

   1296 U.S. BANK TRUST-SPA LOCKBOX CM9695               59951         8,935.36

    787 U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/PITNEY BOWES                 59927           452.36
                   Vendor                               Claim #        Amount

 -----------------------------------------------------  -------     ----------

   4374 ULTRAMAX                                         59926           163.50

   1827 VALLEY CO 4-H  COUNCIL                           59928           228.00

    614 VALLEY CO TRANSIT                                59929         2,648.20

    182 VALLEY MOTOR SUPPLY INC                          59930         1,239.65

   3333 VICKY WETZ                                       59931            65.00

   1087 VISA                                             59861            42.51

    876 WEST PAYMENT CENTER                              59932           182.00

    190 WILLS OFFICE WORLD/RADIO SHACK                   59933            52.85

                                                           Total:    599,212.65

Payroll for the month of July was approved in the amount of  $385,404.59




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































